Guidelines: IN THE NEWS! - Developmental/Behavioral Pediatrics (DBP) 

This activity has been designed in response to the media’s significant interest in developmental/behavioral pediatrics (DBP). Media stories may not present information with scientific accuracy, but your patients & families may accept this media-based health information at face value. In this assignment, you will analyze a popular media article that may or may not be scientifically accurate, and then comment on whether the article is likely to persuade consumers who read it. Then, using your critical judgment, you’ll comment on whether you find the article to be scientifically accurate or, alternatively, misleading. You will then find credible resources available to families that build on the topic of the media interest piece.
Objectives

· Increase your awareness of the ubiquitous representation of DBP in the media.

· Prepare for the challenge and responsibility of staying abreast of current popular issues (families will turn to you for guidance).
· Critique the scientific accuracy of the health information presented in an article you find in a popular media-based story.
· Discriminate scientifically reliable from unreliable or non-refereed online resources.
Components of this activity

1. Find a brief (5 minutes to read or less) media online news story or general interest article that is relevant to DBP.  Editorial articles are not eligible.
2. Write a brief summary of the article and then include your impressions of how persuasive you believe a consumer would find the article, whether the article appears generally scientifically balanced and impartial vs. confusing or misleading. Keep this under 300 words.
3. Identify 1 or 2 reliable resources (eg, book references, websites or regional services) directly relevant to the topic in the general interest article.  Resources available on the training website are encouraged, but you’re welcome to identify any relevant resources that adhere to standards of evidence-based science and serve the interests and needs of anyone without bias or proselytizing.  To help determine resource reliability, consider Evaluating Web-based Health Resources.
To help you complete this activity, the following suggestions may be useful

· Examples: Archived postings will help give you ideas about the breadth of DBP

· Finding a media story: Consider any online media source, like
NY Times; Seattle Times; L.A. Times; London Times; CNN, Time
· Finding credible resources for families: 

a. Select “Resources for Community” from the Home Page of this website
b. Include 1 or 2 scientifically-supported & refereed resources in your write up.
FINAL CHECKLIST.  Email (samuel.zinner@seattlechildrens.edu): 
· URL link to the original news media article
· Your summary of the media article plus your critique (300 words or less total)
· Your critique of the scientific validity of the information presented in the media article
· Your suggested resources (1 or 2)
Dr. Zinner may suggest editorial changes and return with comments for your review.  Please accept or reject changes within 1 day.  The final draft will be e-mailed to trainees and members of a Developmental-Behavioral Pediatrics listserv and also posted to the archives and linked to the www.uwpeds.org website.   
