Today's story comes from The Associated Press, and is titled "Toddler's Temper Ousts Family From Plane". To access, http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/F/FLIGHT_TANTRUM?SITE=KING&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
 

The family had trouble calming their 3-year-old daughter's sudden and unexplained tantrum and, after 15 minutes of failing to have her seated, the family was ejected from the plane (although not at 35,000 feet).
 

Tantrums are a very normal part of toddler development, and result in part from children's attempts at autonomy (remember Erik Erikson?).  Still, tantrums are pesky, or embarrassing, and sometimes quite a conflict.  Whatever your feelings about the airline's response (and the family is NOT happy about it), what could be done differently?  Apparently, the child had had an ear infection earlier, and father related that there may have been fear of pain.  What else?  The resources below can help with parenting skills, "positive parenting", prevention and management, and understanding of "temperament" and its influence on difficult behaviors.  You'll have a chance to observe various temperament, frustration and conflict resolution styles during your day at the University Child Development School (be sure to print out your Observation Guide).
 

RESOURCE FOR CHILD SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT
http://depts.washington.edu/dbpeds
Select 'Readings and Professional Resources'
Username: reader
Password: dbpeds
Select 'Reading Assignments for 4-Week Rotation'
Select 'Week 2: General Toddler Development'
Select Assigned Review 3 (Bright Futures - Social & Emotional Development)
 

RESOURCE ON TEMPERAMENT (create a temperamental profile for your child)
http://depts.washington.edu/dbpeds
Select 'Resources for Community'
Select 'Parenting Skills Support'
Select 'The Preventive Ounce'
 

ERIK ERIKSON'S PSYCHO-SOCIAL 'CRISES' - VIDEO CARTOON
"Everyone Rides the Carousel" (borrow from Dr. Zinner)
http://depts.washington.edu/dbpeds 
Select 'Videos'
Username: reader
Password: dbpeds
 

And that's today's Developmental/Behavioral Pediatrics: IN THE NEWS!
