Today's story is a video from the New York Times, titled "Perfect Strangers, Genetic Kin" http://video.on.nytimes.com/?fr_story=4db2018bb98de2510180f77711c9920684d7576f.  The article comes from the story "After DNA Diagnosis: 'Hello, 16p11.2. Are You Just Like Me?" www.nytimes.com/2007/12/28/health/research/28dna.html?pagewanted=3&_r=1&hp
 

The video and article are part of a series called 'The DNA Age', and feature a very nice discussion of how a new genetics technology ("Microarray") lets us diagnose the sources of autism, intellectual disability, and cerebral palsy.  Five years ago, the child featured was diagnosed with Cerebral Palsy. Not any more. The same will be said for Autism and others. This technology is now available at Children's Hospital and at the UW and will become routine.  In the video, you'll see how one family found answers by meeting a different family with a child with the same very rare disorder as their own child. 
 

We as clinicians can help families by directing them to resources to understand these technologies, and why it may not be reasonable to compare abilities, complications and outcomes among children with similar behavioral phenotypes (like "Autism") since their genotypes may be entirely different.
 

RESOURCES FOR FAMILIES AND CLINICIANS TO UNDERSTAND GENETICS AND MICROARRAY
· Lab Tests https://depts.washington.edu/dbpeds/Lab%20Tests/LabTests.html (select items listed as "CGH") Includes a listing of the current genetic disorders tested in the Chip that Children's Hospital uses
And that's today's Developmental & Behavioral Pediatrics: IN THE NEWS!
