Today’s piece was prepared by Brenna Lewis, MS-4, based on a CNN article, “Bill would let federal health researchers ban certain chemicals” 

http://www.cnn.com/2011/HEALTH/07/08/chemical.bans/index.html?hpt=he_c1 
This article outlines a proposed bill to allow the NIH to ban chemicals expediently.  Examples of chemical impacts on health relate to endocrinology (particularly BPA and the historically relevant DES) and rising prevalence in neurodevelopmental diagnoses (including autism, ADHD, and learning disabilities).  The article cites a previous version of the bill that highlighted a putative connection made by “many researchers” between these disorders and the use of chemicals in the developed world.  The author emphasizes the strength of this proposed connection using quotes from the bill text itself. At the same time, the author identifies a researcher who underscores the complexity of elucidating the etiology of disease and the difficulty of blaming anything on one compound, and a member of the Endocrine Society who stresses the importance of good clinical data in evaluating chemical safety.

Autism, ADHD, and their causative factors are extremely popular topics in the media.  The reference in this article appears mid-way through, but is profound.  The strengths of this article include a comprehensive overview of the proposed bill, with significant reference to the actual text of the document.  When discussing the positive implications of this bill, the connection is drawn between chemical exposure and autism, learning disabilities, and ADHD.  Considering the staggering complexity of the etiology of these disorders, the article draws an awfully simple correlation between the chemicals and the etiology of these disorders, and could mislead parents toward a more resolute perception of this connection than intended.  The expert opinions of the researcher and endocrinologist are less explicit, but effective in putting the prior statements made in perspective.  This article effectively exposes the reader to the complexities of chemical research and potential associations with disease processes, and fosters awareness and a healthy fear of the chemicals that surround us.  However, the correlation with disorders that are surrounded with a history of significant media attention to incorrect etiologies should not be taken lightly, and deserve a balanced discussion.

RESOURCES FOR FAMILIES ON CHEMICALS AND HEALTH:
· Poison Control Center 1-800-222-1222
· AAP’s Q&A regarding BPA on HealthyChildren.org http://www.healthychildren.org/English/ages-stages/baby/feeding-nutrition/Pages/QA-on-BPA-for-Parents.aspx 
RESOURCES FOR FAMILIES ON AUTISM
· Child Development Tracking Tools provided by the CDC http://www.cdc.gov/Features/DetectAutismTools/ 

· AAP ‘Sound Advice’ Interviews on Autism http://www.aap.org/audio/autism/ 
RESOURCES FOR PROVIDERS ON CHEMICALS AND HEALTH:
· AAP Policy Statement on Chemical Management http://aappolicy.aappublications.org/cgi/reprint/pediatrics;127/5/983
· Dept of Health and Human Services Household Safety Reference http://householdproducts.nlm.nih.gov/
· J Neurol Sci recent article on autism, ADHD, and an overview of research conducted regarding their relation to chemicals, entitled “Developmental aspects of environmental neurotoxicology: Lessons from lead and polychlorinated biphenyls”.  June 14 2011.

And that’s today’s Developmental & Behavioral Pediatrics: IN THE NEWS!
