Today's story comes from the San Francisco Chronicle, and is titled, "A Playground for All to Play on" www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?file=/c/a/2007/04/28/BAGC0PHGIR1.DTL
 

The story has an interesting "error" in that the title of the article continues, "Matteo's dream is a place for the disabled to slide down slides, wheel to a treehouse", because based on concepts of the World Health Organization's International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF), the term "disability" is environmentally determined www.who.int/classifications/icf/en/.   This WHO concept is an important shift, in that we all experience disability (see the link).  Since this playground has been designed to accommodate children with special needs, the children are technically not "disabled" when in the playground.  
 

We as clinicians must help our kids with special needs overcome disability by advocating and availing environments that dismiss disability, such as the playground in San Francisco.  Big task, but we can START somewhere.  How about at the STARTING point?  The resource below will help!
 

RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES FOR KIDS TO DISMISS DISABILITY:
· Starting Point Resource Guide (www.cshcn.org) Select "Shortcuts: Resource Guides"
And that's today's Developmental/Behavioral Pediatrics: IN THE NEWS!
