Today's story is a 3-minute video on the front "cover" of Sunday's New York Times entitled, "The Gregarious Brain"  www.nytimes.com/2007/07/08/magazine/08sociability-t.html?hp
 

WATCH THIS VIDEO! (linked with an extensive article) featuring a 19-year-old woman with Williams syndrome.  People with this genetic disorder (chromosome 7 interstitial deletion) are described as being "overly endearing" and friendly, and to have verbal skills beyond their intellectual ones, giving an impression of elevated cognitive skills.  Most children with Williams syndrome have intellectual disability, but their IQ scores appear to increase with age.  Verbal skills are better than non-verbal ones.
 

How can we as Medical Home providers assist youth with Williams syndrome?  This young woman aims to become a veterinarian -- watch the video and see why, and pay attention to her family.  Also consider the resources below, and how these will help you to help families affected with Williams syndrome:
 

RESOURCES FOR TRANSITION:
http://depts.washington.edu/dbpeds
Select 'Resources for Community'
Select 'Adolescence - Transition'
 

RESOURCE FOR MEDICAL HOME IN WASHINGTON STATE:
www.medicalhome.org
 

RESOURCE FOR WILLIAMS SYNDROME:
The Williams Syndrome Association
www.williams-syndrome.org 
 

And that's today's Developmental/Behavioral Pediatrics: IN THE NEWS!
