Today's story comes from The New York Times and is titled, "Doctors Who Wield the Pen to Heal the Profession" www.nytimes.com/2007/05/15/health/15book.html?ex=1180756800&en=6ac15328b85f97f0&ei=5070
 

This article profiles the increase in lay publications by doctors who share memoirs and opinions about being a doctor, including the "behind close doors" discussions doctors have with each other.  Because the process of writing is viewed to enhance the capacity for clinicians to experience and become more human and humane -- and better clinicians, the author notes that many medical schools now include creative and expository writing courses.  In fact, the UW offers this very thing to the medical students, and is taught by an internist and former UW medical student who is now a widely recognized author.
 

Dr. Jerome Groopman is featured in this article, and his new bestseller "How Doctors Think" was influenced by his own experience as a multiply misdiagnosed patient.  He talks also, for example, about patients who may "irritate us" (particularly among those who have mental illnesses, like anxiety disorders) or evoke other emotions, resulting in misdiagnoses, causing harm.
 

As Medical Home providers, we work to blend our experiences with those of the families we care for and their children (cultural values, etc.), tempered by compassion and humility.  The resources below are interviews with Dr. Groopman: 
 

RESOURCES (Audivisual) ON DOCTOR GROOPMAN DISCUSSIONS AND MEDICAL HOME:
Eye To Eye: Dr. Jerome Groopman
http://youtube.com/watch?v=j3XxS-p31qY
 

Brief interviews with 8 doctors (featuring Groopman)
http://depts.washington.edu/dbpeds
select "Modules - Training"
select "Complementary and Alternative Medicine - "The New Medicine" (PBS series)"
 

Medical Home
www.medicalhome.org 
 

And that's today's Developmental/Behavioral Pediatrics: IN THE NEWS!
