Today’s story comes from The New York Times, titled “”The Science of Sarcasm (Not That You Care)”. http://www.nytimes.com/2008/06/03/health/research/03sarc.html
The story describes a new study using brain MRI to determine if and where people detect sarcasm.  While we usually consider sarcasm to be a speech-related phenomenon (and therefore, left-brain) the study found that sarcasm perception is housed in the non-speech right-brain that detects sarcasm.  Go to the story to watch video comparisons of sarcasm vs. non-sarcasm using the same dialog.

The implication: problems with theory of mind (ie, the ability to understand the social meaning behind behaviors, actions, etc. of others), perhaps the fundamental flaw in autism. 

Pediatricians may find this story useful in helping families understand how poorly we understand “autism”, and to help us to evaluate and make recommendations cautiously.

RESOURCES ON NEUROSCIENCE FOR FAMILIES:

· Two websites on family-oriented neuroscience information https://depts.washington.edu/dbpeds/Resources.html  (select Neuroscience Education for Families)
And that’s today’s Developmental/Behavioral Pediatrics: IN THE NEWS!
