Today’s story comes from The Economist, entitled “Sex and Education: Vital Statistics”.  http://www.economist.com/science/displaystory.cfm?story_id=11449804 

Boys perform better than girls do in science and math.  Everywhere.  Well, almost everywhere. And only beginning in mid-adolescence.  What happens?  According to this article, cultures teach girls that they’re less capable in math and science.  However, in a recent study published in Science, this article reports research that shows that this boy-girl gap disappears in countries with sexual equality (USA ain’t one of ‘em).  However, the girls retain the advantage in reading skills in all countries.  

If the assumptions from these results are true, the onus on pediatricians is urgent to encourage academic interests in the sciences.  The resources below may help.

RESOURCES ON PROMOTING GIRLS’ EFFICACY AND INTEREST IN SCIENCE:

· Girls, Inc. A national organization with WA State chapters inspiring all girls to be strong, smart, and bold, particularly in high-risk, underserved areas.  Multiple programs, including science camps.  http://www.girlsinc.org/
· Girls, Inc. – Washington State chapters http://www.girlsinc.org/ic/page.php?id=7_wash 
And that’s today’s Developmental & Behavioral Pediatrics: IN THE NEWS!
