Today's story comes from The Washington Post and is titled "What Were They Thinking?  More Than We Knew."
www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/06/03/AR2007060300960.html?hpid=topnews&sub=AR
 

The article is for the birds -- errr -- dogs, that is.  It describes a behavioral experiment on dogs inspired by research with human infants.  Like a human toddler, it seems that a dog will prefer to imitate another dog's inefficient goal-oriented activity, rather than selecting an alternative more efficient and instinctive way, but only if a certain condition is met (see the article to find out details).  The authors interpret their findings to mean that animals may have more complex emotional and intellectual abilities than previously understood.  Related fields of research in human behavior suggest moral decisions we make can go against instincts and intellect because of learned social behavior in our culture.  Last week's cover stories in "Science" treated this topic (e-mail me if you'd like a copy).   Neuroscience like this is available to families!  See resource, below:
 

RESOURCE ON NEUROSCIENCE FOR KIDS AND FAMILIES:
 

Neuroscience for Kids!
https://depts.washington.edu/dbpeds/Resources.html
Select 'Neuroscience for Families'
 

And that's today's Developmental/Behavioral Pediatrics: IN THE NEWS!
