Today's story comes from The New York Times and is titled, "What's So Funny? Well Maybe Nothing". http://www.nytimes.com/2007/03/13/science/13tier.html?_r=2&8dpc=&oref=slogin&pagewanted=all&oref=slogin
 

To find out what the joke is all about, check out the article.  The story describes a research project which has uncovered some secrets about why we laugh (so do rats and other animals, sort of).  Most of our laughter has little to do with funny -- and whether or not we laugh is strongly socially hierarchical.  What does this tell us about developmental pediatrics?  Plenty!  In fact, much of the social difficulties of kids with autism, with ADHD and other "executive functions" problems can probably be observed in this critical socialization behavior, where their conscious and subconscious awarenesses just don't know when or how to "fake" laughter.
 

As pediatricians, we can direct families of kids with social skills/social awareness difficulties to the following resource:
 

SOCIAL SKILLS BUILDING ONLINE RESOURCE:
http://depts.washington.edu/dbpeds
Select 'Resources for Community'
Select 'Social Skills'  
 

(the direct link to the Social Communication website is http://depts.washington.edu/soccomm/)
 

And that's today's Developmental/Behavioral Pediatrics: IN THE NEWS!
