Today's story is from The New York Times and is titled, "Brain Injury Said to Affect Moral Choices" www.nytimes.com/2007/03/22/science/22brain.html?ref=science

The story describes a brain-based hardwired morality center in humans, the ventromedial prefrontal cortex.  Distortions in moral decision-making were found in people who have damage to this brain region.

How does this relate to pediatrics?  It so happens that this brain region is strongly implicated in autistic behaviors, too.  Realize that the word "autism" comes from "auto" or "self", and at its root describes distortions of self v. other, compassion and in all likelihood, "morality".

As pediatricians, we can help families understand that there is a brain-basis in developmental disorders like autism.  Only 40 years ago, mothers were blamed for causing autism in their children -- "Refrigerator Mothers" they were called.  We can direct families to the resources below for further support:

RESOURCE FOR FAMILIES ON NEUROSCIENCE:
http://depts.washington.edu/dbpeds
Select 'Resources for Community'
Select 'Neuroscience Education for Families'

RESOURCES ON AUTISM:
http://depts.washington.edu/dbpeds
Select 'Resources for Community'
Select 'Autism and Asperger Syndrome'

And that's today's Developmental/Behavioral Pediatrics: IN THE NEWS!
