Today’s story was prepared by Rachel Fleishman, MD.

Today’s story comes from The New York Times and is titled “Into the Fray Over the Cause of Autism”.  www.nytimes.com/2008/03/04/us/politics/04autism.html?_r=1&ref=health&oref=slogin 
The article begins by quoting John McCain who, while campaigning for president of the United States in Texas, stated that “It’s indisputable that autism is on the rise among children. The question is, What’s causing it? And we go back and forth, and there’s strong evidence that indicates that it’s got to do with a preservative in vaccines.”  The article then goes on to point out the discrepancy between the scientific and the cultural/popular view regarding the link (or lack thereof) between thimerosol, which is the ethyl mercury-based preservative that was formerly present in many routine childhood vaccines, and autism.

While many medical professionals are aware that the association between thimerosol-containing vaccines and autism has been largely debunked, misinforming statements made by a powerfully influential presidential candidate can reinforce unreasoned fears, suspicion and doubt in lay and professional circles.  As pediatricians we’re responsible to educate the public with accurate information, and above all, do no harm.
 

EXTRA! EXTRA! (from Dr. Zinner): Tonight on Larry King Live on CNN, there's a story that will provide an opportunity to view a popular media source's conveyance of information that may inform, or perhaps instead mislead.  You decide.  It's called: Family of Vaccine Injured child on Larry King. Do childhood vaccinations cause or contribute to autism? That's the question at the center of a case involving an Atlanta girl. 
 
Some resources that help clarify both questions of increasing incidence and of vaccine relevance follow.

RESOURCES ON AUTISM AND VACCINES:  

General information on Autism

· Autism Society of America www.autism-society.org/site/PageServer
· National Institute of Mental Health: Autism www.nimh.nih.gov/health/publications/autism/complete-publication.shtml
Autism and Vaccines

· Association for Science in Autism Treatment http://asatonline.org/ Provides peer—reviewed information for families and clinicians on the evidence base in most biomedical and psychological/behavioral treatments being considered, as well as recommendations regarding each treatment.
· Hyperlinks to websites on vaccine safety and neurodevelopment https://depts.washington.edu/dbpeds/Resources.html#section4_textarea32_heading
And that's today's Developmental & Behavioral Pediatrics: IN THE NEWS!
