Today's story comes from the Seattle Times, titled "A Past Enveloped in Love, a Future That's Uncertain" http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/cgi-bin/PrintStory.pl?document_id=2004376309&zsection_id=2003925728&slug=jensens27m&date=20080427.

 

This story, featuring our very own Kathleen Watson, addresses the concerns regarding adults with special needs.  They started out as kids!  Often, their parents continue to take care of them through adulthood.  Trouble is, the parents age and pass on, and loving care providers (and advocates for these grown children who know them so well) and services may not be familiar to the parents.  The story is a 2-parter (part 2 titled "Aging Father Agonizes Over Fate of His Son" http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/localnews/2004377874_johnsons28m.html) features profiles of 2 middle aged men, one with Down syndrome and the other with Autism.

 

As pediatricians, we must help our families of children with special needs plan for their futures (healthcare, finances, care providers, etc.).  This planning is part of "Transitions" and the following resources can help.

 

RESOURCES FOR TRANSITION TO ADULTHOOD AND FOR ADULTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS:
· Aging with Developmental Disabilities (Univ. of Illinois national clearinghouse of services and ideas):

                Oral Health www.uic.edu/orgs/rrtcamr/500023_oralhealth.pdf 
                Hearing Changes www.uic.edu/orgs/rrtcamr/500014_hearingchanges.htm
                Vision Changes www.uic.edu/orgs/rrtcamr/500003_changesInVision.htm
                Physical Fitness ideas www.uic.edu/orgs/rrtcamr/500011_physicalfitness.htm
· Transitions (WA State Medical Home):

                For Families http://medicalhome.org/families/transition.cfm 
                For Physicians http://medicalhome.org/physicians/transition.cfm 
 

And that's today's Developmental/Behavioral Pediatrics: IN THE NEWS!

