Today's story comes from the online "UW News" and is titled, "Children with Autism Have Difficulty Recognizing Ordinary Words"
http://uwnews.washington.edu/ni/article.asp?articleID=32511
 

The story describes work done by our CHDD neighbor at the Institute for Learning and Brain Sciences, Dr. Patricia Kuhl, regarding electrophysiological measures of language processing in children with autism.  A very interesting read, and one key point is that children with autism have difficulty in "phonemic awareness", which is also the essential difficulty for most people with dyslexia.  Realize that dyslexia is a speech/language problem, not a reading problem, but that a consequence of dyslexia is interference with reading.  Autism may therefore benefit from instructional methods similar to those used to address dyslexia that incorporate multi-sensory input methods (as Dr. Kuhl's research results may imply), including these 4: Movement/Touch/Sound/Vision.
 

As pediatricians, we want to be aware of early-life clues to neurodevelopmental problems, so that prompt referral and intervention can set children and families on a most useful path.  The resource below can help:
 

RESOURCES FOR DYSLEXIA:
http://depts.washington.edu/dbpeds
select 'Resources for Community'
select 'Dyslexia'
 

And that's today's Developmental/Behavioral Pediatrics: IN THE NEWS!
