Today's articles comes from the New York Times titled "Ritalin Wars".

http://warner.blogs.nytimes.com/2007/11/15/ritalin-wars/ 

 

Though the policy for In The News is not to use Opinion pieces, this opinion piece is a direct response to this past Monday's In The News, so I'm letting this one slide.


Here, Judith Warner describes her confusion at the public response to 2 recently published articles that have been interpreted to mean that children with ADHD are best left alone.  Ms. Warner has an extensive journalistic experience in the investigation of psychotropic medications and in child psychiatric diagnosis.  In reading this article, and following its links, you'll see her own evolution of thought in this area over time.  Ms. Warner also went straight to the sources of the 2 published studies to get their takes -- surprising info that's worth the read.

 

As clinicians, we'll be asked by parents to interpret this flood of seemingly contradictory information.   Is ideology at play?  Many will assume so, and it's essential to understand this perspective and methods in addressing parental beliefs.  The following resources may help:

 

RESOURCES ON ADHD AND ON PSYCHOTROPIC MEDICATIONS
· Links to ADHD resources/information https://depts.washington.edu/dbpeds/Resources.html#section4_textarea7_heading 

· American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry - info on on psychiatric meds in kids www.aacap.org/page.ww?section=Psychiatric+Medication&name=Psychiatric+Medication 

And that's today's Developmental/Behavioral Pediatrics: IN THE NEWS!
