Today's story comes from the Associated Press on Fox News, titled "Study: Men Taken More Seriously Than Women When They Cry". http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,305000,00.html
 

Should boys cry?  Do girls cry too much?  The article is based on the views of a professor of Creative Writing at the Univ. of California, who has authored Crying: A Natural and Cultural History of Tears.  Fair or otherwise, views on appropriate or even expected crying vs. maudlin exploitation may vary depending on gender, and perhaps influence social persuasion in school, friendships, parenting and politics.  The esteemed autism researcher Simon Baron-Cohen (cousin to gender-bender Sacha "Borat" Baron-Cohen) suggests that autism is an extreme form of maleness.  While not specific to crying, Dr. Baron-Cohen suggests that predominantly male brains are Systematizing (S), while predominantly female brains are Empathizing (E), and that people with Asperger syndrome and other pervasive developmental disorders have extreme S brains.  If valid, emotional differences between S vs. E oriented brains may prompt differential crying and may influence behaviors and perceptions in children with autism or other developmental diversities.
 

Parents will have their own views about crying and gender roles that may affect perceptions about their children, and affect parenting approaches.  Resources below may help parents understand some of the influences on crying or other gender distinctions, and provide guidance on esteem-building parenting.
 

RESOURCES ON GENDER PERCEPTIONS AND/OR MOOD AND BEHAVIOR INFLUENCES ON CRYING:
 

Test your Empathizing vs. Systematizing Quotient: Simon Baron-Cohen's Systematizing (male) v. Empathizing (female) Quotient http://www.eqsq.com/eqsqtest.php
Temperament and Parenting https://depts.washington.edu/dbpeds/Resources.html#section4_textarea17_heading
Anxiety https://depts.washington.edu/dbpeds/Resources.html#section4_textarea6_heading
 

And that's today's Developmental & Behavioral Pediatrics: IN THE NEWS!
