Today's article comes recommended by Dr. Dan Doherty, and its source is Science News, entitled "Consciousness in the Raw: The Brain Stem may Orchestrate the Basics of Awareness". www.sciencenews.org:80/articles/20070915/bob9.asp
 

This article may raise hackles or heckles, but its premise is certain not to go ignored.  The article describes mounting scientific evidence suggesting that the brain stem, a part of the "primitive brain" that controls many automatic or autonomic functions (like breathing and heart rate), may also have consciousness (although not self-consciousness).  This statement flies in the face of our usual scientific belief that conscious thought is New Brain only (neocortex), and that "brain dead" need only measure "new brain" activity without regard for brain stem activity.  The article discusses 3 regions of the brain stem, and their potential contributions toward the brain's use of sensory input from the environment to respond in goal-directed behavior.  Evidence is described, and an interesting remark about absence seizures is included.
 

Parents of children with brain injury or congenital brain absence conditions are stuck in making decisions about interventions for their children and youth.  Children without neocortexes can cry, look anguished, smile and behave in other very captivating and compelling ways. We all experienced the Terry Schiavo circumstance (although she'd had damage to her brain stem as well as her New Brain), and will be asked our advice about what to do.  How can we respond?  Obviously no clear answers, but the following resources may be useful:
 

RESOURCES FOR FAMILIES IN UNDERSTANDING BRAIN FUNCTION:
· Neuroscience Education for Families https://depts.washington.edu/dbpeds/Resources.html#section4_textarea43_heading
And that's today's Developmental & Behavioral Pediatrics: IN THE NEWS!
