Today's story comes from The Seattle Times, via the Associated Press, and is titled, "Judge: Nursing Mom Entitled to Longer Exam Break".
http://archives.seattletimes.nwsource.com/cgi-bin/texis.cgi/web/vortex/display?slug=feed27&date=20070927&query=lavoie

This story features a Harvard medical student who is requesting an extended break during her Boards exam so that she can breastfeed.  The Board has denied this request, and notes that she has already been given the accommodation of taking the test over 2 days, rather than the customary one day, in keeping with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) for her diagnoses of dyslexia and ADHD.  Slippery slopes and slobbering sloops and all, what's fair?

As clinicians, we partner as Medical Home providers for the 1 in 8 kids and youth with special needs.  Youth grow up to be adults who often have special needs.  In understanding and advocating for peopel with special needs, it may be useful to remember mnemonically "Fair isn't equal and equal isn't fair).  This frame of reference is relevant to learning disabilities as well as any special needs that ALSO require special accommodations.  The following resources can help:

RESOURCES ON SPECIAL EDUCATION LAWS AND SPECIAL NEEDS
· Special Education - first-stop databases https://depts.washington.edu/dbpeds/Resources.html#section4_textarea19_heading
· Transition to Adulthood for youth with special needs (guidelines - Medical Home)
http://www.medicalhome.org/physicians/transition.cfm
· Understanding Learning Disabilities: How Difficult Can This Be? The F.A.T. City Workshop - excellent 60-minute program that turns the viewer into a child with a learning disability, and all the experiential social mayhem that ensues
(video -- you can borrow from Sam Zinner)

And that's today's Developmental & Behavioral Pediatrics: IN THE NEWS!



