Today’s piece was prepared by Rafael Hernandez, MD and comes from the Los Angeles Times, titled “Cochlear implants open deaf kids' ears to the world”. http://articles.latimes.com/2009/aug/03/health/he-deaf-children3 
The article provides an excellent portrait of a young deaf boy as he undergoes placement of cochlear implants. It helps to capture the promise that they hold for opening up the hearing world to the profoundly deaf. The article’s focus is Tyler, a two-year old boy, who undergoes placement of two cochlear implants for profound congenital deafness. It begins with a brief overview of deafness in children and an explanation of how cochlear implants work. The article goes on to walk through Tyler’s delayed diagnosis of profound deafness, the family’s experience with the surgery and finally his initial adjustment to life with the cochlear implants. 

Roan’s article explores the many potential impacts of cochlear implants on the deaf but some topics are not fully discussed. The article does an excellent job of capturing the hope that cochlear implants offer for the profoundly deaf to enter the world of sound and spoken language without dependence on lip reading or sign language. It even briefly mentions the sometimes-controversial impact that this may have on the deaf culture as a generation grows up not learning sign language. The article points out that cochlear implants have gained much greater acceptance in children and even in infants much younger than Tyler without going into particular details. The medical literature suggests that infants receiving cochlear implants are able to develop language skills at the same rate as hearing children. The risk of complications of implant placement in young children is low- essentially the same as for adults; the potential complications of implants are not specifically discussed. While the column mentions that nearly half of deaf children are now receiving cochlear implants I would be interested in why the remainder are not receiving implants. Is it that they are not good candidates? Do they not have functional auditory nerves? Are they poor surgical candidates due to other medical problems? Or is it parental choice? In doing so it may provide a false sense of hope to some parents of deaf children who are not good candidates for cochlear implants. Another shortcoming is that the article alludes to the intensive speech therapy required after a cochlear implant but it is glossed over in such a way that parents may be led to believe that the investment is minimal. The article also suggests that all children receiving cochlear implants will eventually develop normal speech and language, which is not necessarily the case.

RESOURCES ON HEARING IMPAIRMENT AND COCHLEAR IMPLANTS:
· National Institutes on Deafness and Other Communication Disorders
http://www.nidcd.nih.gov/health/hearing/coch.asp Info on cochlear implants from the NIH and NIDCD
· Bloedel Hearing Center

http://depts.washington.edu/hearing/cochlear_implant.php Further info on cochlear implants from this U.W. hearing loss and related communications disorders research center based at the CHDD
· American Society for Deaf Children
http://www.deafchildren.org/default.aspx
A website for a society that advocates for and provides family resources for families with deaf children.

· The John Tracy Clinic
http://www.jtc.org/
The website for a Los Angeles based clinic and organization that provides medical and educational services to deaf children and their families.

· Summer Academy: University of Washington
http://www.washington.edu/accesscomputing/dhh/academy/
Free computer education for deaf and hard of hearing students, who, as a group are underrepresented in computer fields such as Computer Engineering, Computer Science, Information Science, Information Systems, and Information Technology.
ARTICLES ON COCHLEAR IMPLANTS IN INFANTS:

1. Dettman SJ, Pinder D, Briggs RJ, Dowell RC, Leigh JR. Communication development in children who receive the cochlear implant younger than 12 months: risks versus benefits. Ear Hear. 2007 Apr; 28(2 Suppl):11S-18S.

2. Waltzman SB, Roland JT Jr. Pediatrics. 2005 Oct;116(4):e487-93. Cochlear implantation in children younger than 12 months. 
And that’s today’s Developmental & Behavioral Pediatrics: IN THE NEWS!
