Today’s story comes from The Economist, entitled “Facing the Truth” http://www.economist.com/science/displaystory.cfm?story_id=11959198
This article describes an experiment suggesting that, in males, the wider the face, the more aggressive the male.  The same did not hold true for females.  The story explains physiologically why this finding may make sense.  If true, there are plausible advantages and disadvantages to having an “aggressive” face.  Many facial features do, indeed, suggest neurodevelopmental features, and we examine faces for minor dysmorphic features that may be clues to neurodevelopmental concerns.  At the same time, there's plenty of evidence to suggest that humans are hard-wired to have predictable emotional and behavioral responses to facial expressions, and to facial forms.

Pediatricians “face” parental concerns regarding aggressive behaviors in children (and often pediatricians have concerns about aggression n parents).  If aggression is hard-wired, is there hope to attenuate it in children?  Should aggression be absolutely attenuated, given some very real advantages?  The following resources, while not necessarily providing answers to these questions, may help parents of aggressive children.

RESOURCES FOR PARENTS WORKING WITH AGGRESSIVE BEHAVIORS:

· Directories (databases) https://depts.washington.edu/dbpeds/Resources.html#section4_textarea54_heading Select one and type in “Aggression”
· Parenting Skills Support https://depts.washington.edu/dbpeds/Resources.html#section4_textarea17_heading
And that’s today’s Developmental & Behavioral Pediatrics: IN THE NEWS!
