Today's story comes from The Seattle Times, and is entitled, "Whoever He Becomes, That's OK Because That's Who He Is" 
http://archives.seattletimes.nwsource.com/cgi-bin/texis.cgi/web/vortex/display?slug=gender310&date=20070831&query=rosette+royale

This story profiles a 5-year-old Seattle gender-variant boy whose female-oriented gender expression raises issues of gender identity, freedom in self-expression, sexuality and protecting children.

As Medical Home providers, it is incumbent on us to nurture all families and cultural values.  This child's family, and his future, depends pivotally on our sensitivity to safeguard their controversial best interests.  The societal challenges this kid will undoubtedly encounter if his identity is, indeed, pre-wired and fixed are most securely managed if we acknowledge our own biases and recognize that we don't know what's best for this child.  An interdisciplinary approach is discussed in the story, and the journalist references a conference at the Convention Center this past weekend in Seattle for families and professionals with interest in this field.  Check out the resources:

RESOURCES ON GENDER-VARIANCE AND CULTURALLY SENSITIVE CARE:


· Gender Odyssey Family (a Seattle-based national organization dedicated to the education and support of families raising gender variant, gender non-conforming, gender-fluid, crossgender, and transgender children and adolescents) www.genderodysseyfamily.com 

· Medical Home - Partnering with Families
http://medicalhome.org/physicians/families_allies.cfm
· Medical Home - Culturally Effective Care
http://medicalhome.org/physicians/multicul_fam.cfm

And that's today's Developmental & Behavioral Pediatrics: IN THE NEWS!
