
EPILOGUE

Most of the men who fought in the 1934 strike are gone now.
Only twenty-six of the 1,182 Seattle men who participated in
the Big Strike are still alive. Their legacy is intact. The
coastwide contract is still in effect. The rank and file continue
to elect the dispatcher. The Seattle longshore union has a
different name, International Longshoremen's and
Warehousemen's Local 19, but the traditions of the past
prevail today. The l05-year-old principle of rotary dispatch
continues. Union meetings are as democratic as ever. Since
1934 there have been four major strikes. Nowhere near as
many as the first forty-eight years witnessed. Today's Seattle
longshoremen are pitted against the machine in a race for
survival. If they demonstrate the same detennination and
resourcefulness of their predecessors, Seattle waterfront
workers will continue to control their destiny.
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CHAPTER X THE TEST OF WILLS
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CHAPTER XII THE GREAT MARITIME STRIKE OF 1934

Alaska Steamship
American-Hawaiian Steamship
American Mail Lines
Balfour Guthrie
Blue StilI" Lines
Burchard & Fisken
East Asiatic
Fruit Express Lines
General Steamship

Girdwood Steamship
W. R. Grace
James Griffiths & Sons
Interocean Steamship
Luckenbach Steamship
MalSOn Navigation
McCormick Steamship
Nelson Steamship
Nippon Yusen Kaisha
H. P. Lilly
Pacific Steamship
Panama Pacific Steamship
Powell Shipping
Puget Sound Freight Lines
Quaker Line
Royal Mail Lines
Shepard Steamship
Strange & Company
Swain & Hoyt
Brady & Hamilton Stevedoring
Griffiths & Sprague
International Stevedoring
Pacific Lighterage
Puget Sound Stevedoring
Rothschild Stevedoring
and Seaboard Stevedoring
Washington Stevedoring
Western Stevedoring
Ainsworth & Dunn Dock
Ames Terminal
Arlington Dock
Dodwell Dock & Warehouse
East Waterway Dock
Great Northern Docks
MalSOn Terminals
Salmon Terminals and Albers

D. R. Girdwood
W. D. Vanderbilt
S. A. Griffiths
W. S. Barr
S. G. Huson
C. B. Warren
E. C. Bentzen
L. B. Fitch
K. Sawai
Norton Lilly
C. Stroud
J.Mahoney
C. A. Finger
F. E. Lovejoy
R. Pinneo
J. Allsop
J. F. Cornell
W. A. Strange
M. C. Robinson
J. H. Farmer
Joseph Weber
C.Tait
J. M. Mitchell
D. D. Ballard
R. C. Clapp
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E. A. Quigle
H. A. Armstrong
A. H. Green
G. W. Albin
C. C. Querin
W. F. Varnell
H. W. Hall
J. O'Neil
W. D. Gould
A. J. Bacon
Brothers Milling
YamashitaShipping, Mitsubishi, Mitsui, and Canadian Pacific remitted
checks to the strike fund on May 10, but did not join the Waterfront
Employers of Seattle.
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Morton, Harry Olson, Nick Peris, John Shannon, Emil Swanson, Louis
Taggart, William Veaux, Tom Wadum, Frank Whepley and Arthur
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13WES, May 8, 1934. The following members signed attendance sheets on
May 8,1934:
M. A. Shook
A. F. Haines
R. C. Fraser
C. W.Eshon
H. W. Burchard
K. J. Middleton
G. Bildsoe
P. R. Selbach
R. K. Brown Jr.
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general cargo, 10 cents per ton for bulk cargo, and 15 cents per thousand
on lumber. Dock and stevedoring companies had to pay 10 percent of
their payroll, straight time. On October 1, 1934, WES paid $7,500 as its
part of the $40,000 coastwide legal fee for services rendered in San
Francisco for negotiations and representation at the National
Longshoremen's Board hearings. See WES, October 1,1934. On April
22,1935, W. D. Vanderbilt of Grace & Company reported at aWES
meeting that the 1934 strike had cost shipping companies $60,000 in
Seattle, $122,000 at Portland, $563,000 in San Francisco, and $862,000
in Los Angeles. Unfortunately, the financial records of Local 38-12 for
this era have not been found.

16WES, May 16, 1934. Dawson retired from his waterfront business
ventures in 1932. He continued to serve as secretary-treasurer of the
Waterfront Employers of Seattle until 1937. He was WES president­
treasurer from 1938 through February 1941. In 1933 Dawson was
elected State Senator from the 27th district where he served until his
death in 1942.

17Harry Evans, Employers Treat Machines Better Than Workmen. in SS,
May 23, 1934.

18WES, May 23, 1934.
19Harry Evans, Average Pay ofLongshore Worker Low. in SS, May 24,

1934.
20WES Press Release, The Facts About the Strike of the Seattle LofJg­

shoremen, in ST, May 22,1934
21PI,May 14,15,16, 17,18,and 19, 1934.ST,May 15, 16, 17,23,and24,
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22MD, May 12,26, and July 7, 1934. RMN, June 1934.
23Town Crier, May 19, and July 15, 1934.
:lASS, May 23, 1934.
25The Daily quote is cited by SS, May 11,1934.
26Voice ofAction. May 15, 1934. Hereafter cited as VA.
27SS, May 11,1934.
28Ibid., May 14, 1934. On May 24,1934, Local 38-12 Secretary Dewey

Bennelltold ST"We have no Communists in ourranks. We are a branch
of the American Federation of Labor, and it would be a violation of the
Federation 'sconstitution to permitCommunists in our unions." OnJune
29, 1934, "outside elements" angered the Joint Northwest Strike
Committee. Seattle delegate Louis Taggart introduced a motion which
was adopted "to oppose any and all demonstrations unless approved by
our organization." See Joint Northwest Strike Committee Minutes. June
29, 1934. Hereafter cited as JNSC. JNSC minutes are coutesy of Ottilie
Markholt.

29T. A. Thronson Interview.
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30Diary ofEverett Longshoreman Bert Farmer, entry for May 12, 1934.
31Hector Goulet, John Mahoney, Waino Moisio, Victor Olsen, and T. A.

Thronson Interviews.
32(Jordon S. Wiley Interview.
33WES, May 12, 1934.
34Ibid., May 14, 1934.
35Ibid., May 15, 1934. Seattle waterfront employers who met with Gov­

ernor Martin on themomingofMay 15 were W. S. Barr,K.J. Middleton,
W. D. Vanderbilt, and T. B. Wilson. At the request of Barr, attorney A.
J. Schweppe accompanied the delegation. Tacomans present included
John Prins and T. A. Stevenson from the chamber of commerce, Lee F.
Dowd of Defiance Lumber Company, and Sam Stocking, president of
the Waterfront Employers of Tacoma.

36For employerreaction to the meeting see WES, May 15, 1934. Forlabor
see TLA, May 18, 1934. Labor leaders at the afternoon conference with
Governor Martin included James Taylor of the State Federation of
Labor, Teamster Dave Beck, Secretary of the Tacoma Central Labor
Council Harry McIlvaigh, Paddy Morris and George Smith representing
Tacoma longshoremen, and two each from Aberdeen and Olympia ILA
locals. Martin specifically invited Seallie Local 38-12 to attend, but the
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37WES, May 15, 1934.
38Ibid., May 17, 1934. Leller from E. A. Quigle to Frank P. Foisie attached

to minutes.
39Roger Buchanan, Dock Strike, pp. 74-75. Hereafter cited as Buchanan.
4Opor diametrically opposite analyses of the strike in San Francisco

compare Eliel with Mike Quin, The Big Strike.
41Eliel, pp. 16-17.
42Minutes of a Special Plenary Session of the Waterfront Employers of

Seattle, May 18, 1934.
43PSB, p. 6.
44Ibid., p. 5.
45Telegram from F. A. Foisie to E. A. Quigle, president ofWES, May 28,

1934.
46ST, May 29,1934.
47TLA, June I, 1934.
48ST, May 31,1934.
49TNT, May 30,1934.
50Hector Goulet Interview.
51ST, May 20, 1934.
52Ibid., May 23, 1934.
53JNSC, May 24, 1934. The Joint Northwest Strike Commillee included

delegates from Aberdeen, Anacortes, Astoria, Bellingham, Everell,
Longview, Olympia, Port Angeles, Port Gamble, Port Ludlow, Port
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54Ibid., May 25-26, 1934.
55Ibid., May 2~, 1934.
56Ibid., June 5, 1934.
57Ibid., June 7, 1934.
58Ibid., June 9, 1934. A copy of the June 8, 1934, Alaska Agreement is

attached to the June 9, 1934, JNSC minutes.
5"The WES stat.ement concerning the Alaska Agreement is cited by Eliel,
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6IIbid., June 13, 1934.
62JNSC, June 12, 1934.
63WES, June 13, 1934.
64JNSC, June 19, 1934.
65WES, June 13, 1934.
66JNSC, June 14, 1934.
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June 15, 1934, WES minutes.
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XIII SHOWDOWN
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3Eliel, p. 82.
4Ibid." p. 83. Eliel cites the San Francisco Examiner, June 19,1934, as his
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FDR File 7U.
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gave ex-Chief Howard a gold watch in gratitude for his support during
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8Victor Olsen Interview, Tacoma flying squad lieutenant, Olsen was
present at the Milwaukee Dock. For the newspaper account see TNT,
June 20,1931.
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13Waino Moisio Interview.
14JNSC, June 21, 1934.
15ST, June 21,1934.
16JNSC, June 21, 1934.
17ST, June 26,1934.
18Ibid., June 24, 1934.
19Ibid., June 29, 1934.
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22Ibid., June 29, 1934.
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Daffron. See Snohomish County Court Case #32776. Douglas was
never tried

25Phil Poth Interview.
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33ST, July 10, 1934.
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Bloody Thursday plaque created by Ronald Gustin
Plwto by Gayle Rieber

Waino Moisio, the Train Stopper
Plwto by Gayle Rieber
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Veterans ofthe Battle ofSmith Cove (From left to right): John Mahoney.
Dewey Duggan. Burt Nelson, Gordon Fox, Hector Goulet, Ivan Stevens,
Orie Schwartz, Earley Douglas. Richard Haverty.

Photo by Gayle Rieber

Pensioners at Smith Cove (From left to right): Richard Haverty, John
M~honey, Dewey Duggan, Cliff Vinje, Chester Crilney. Gus Rystad,
Wilfred FairbanJcs, Leo Gacek, Lawrence Prong, Earley Douglas, Ed
Hepokowski.OrieSchwartz,LeeAnderson.RichardMoork,BurtNelson.
Robert Swanson, Warren Monie, Monrad Dyroen. Del Castle, Hector
Goulet, Buzz LeMay, Gordon Fox, Ivan Stevens.

Photo by Gayle Rieber
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ILWU Local 19 Pensioners (From left to right standing): Orie Schwartz,
Earley Douglas, Gordon Fox. Norm Wivart, Lee Anderson. Gus Rystad.
Leo Gacek, Ivan Stevens, Mike Dyroen. (From left to right seated): Ed
Hepokowski, Albin Peterson, Virgil Bauman, Waino Moisio, CliffVinje.
Jack. Cordrary, Hector Goulet, Ray Fox. Buzz LeMay. Ed Hopper.

Photo by Gayle Rieber, 1989

ILWU Ladies Auxiliary 3 (From left to right top row): Amy Williams,
Thelma Fairbanks. Mabel Eliingsen,Joan Fox, Glorice Wilbert. Chrstine
Williams. Miriam Moork. Vickie Dean. Teri Cunningham. (From left to
right secondrow): Clara Gould, ToraRystad, Minerva Henderson, Laura
Botler.LeaVigil, Margie Duggan. Elsie Johnson,AM Heath. AnnEllison,
Mable Strand. FritziDyroen. (From left to right third row seated): Carrie
Monie, MinurvaAnderson, Jean Ostrus, Lillian Bywater. Renee Jenkins,
Hellen Nelson. Abby Allen. Pearl Castle, Ester Moisio.

Photo by Gayle Rieber
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