
8 Jan. 2008

Dear ENGL 121 B Kids,


As all of you either currently are, or presumably were at some point, I am a first year student at the University of Washington. 
While I like to think myself well adapted to college living and all it entails (dorm food, new friends, old mattresses and abundant studying), the magnitude of the transition from high school student to full fledged UW undergraduate can not
 be downplayed. From minor details, like the tone of my alarm clock, to grand statements about about hopes and ambitions, much has changed over the past several months. The changes
 within my “soundscape” over the past few months reflect this journey. I hope my playlist, “Distinctive Sounds of a University Student,”
 helps you to understand what I feel are the defining influences on who I am as a student, and your peer, at the University of Washington. 


I chose to organize my playlist fairly chronologically; “Distinctive Sounds of a University Student” begins with my initial dreams and confusions as a brand new college student,
 and ends with tracks which embody 
who I currently am as I enter the second quarter of my college experience. The playlist begins with the song “I wish I was a Punk Rocker (With Flowers in My Hair)” which, to me, represents the profuse idealism that shaped my dreams of who a college student wa
s. In reality, though, no self help book or special edition of “The Daily” can quite prepare you for the true college experience
. While I won’t say that college is any way a let down from the crazy scenarios I’d dreamt up, it is sharply different, and the drastic transition between Sandi Thom’s foot-stopping song to the awkward silence of an elevator 
embodies
 this
. 


The central tracks in my playlist ran through my head as I developed a rhythm and  grew accustomed to life as a university student. Within days of moving into university housing, I developed the habit of stuffing my keys into my back pocket so they jingled loudly as I trouped up and down the long hallway I now lived at the end of. As I settled into a pattern, those around me did as well; my roommate began systematically allowing her cell phone alarm to go off repeatedly, for prolonged intervals, and the tone of Alanis Morissette’s “Jagged Little Pill” album captures my sentiments
. 
As fall quarter approached final exams, favorite songs of my high school friends played on shuffle with songs which embodied
 my new, independent, 
lifestyle as my university “soundscape” continued to develop.


“Distinctive Sounds of a University Students” ends with 5 tracks which hopefully tell you a lot about who I am now, and will allow you to understand how I think and interact with my surroundings. From the Beatles to Barack Obama, these are the songs
 and ideas stuck in my head. Finally, I chose to end the playlist not with a song that’s long been a favorite, but a song a new friend down the hall recommended I download two days ago. 


I hope my playlist says positive things about me and my lifestyle; as your new classmate, I’d hate to get off on the wrong foot
. Though I like to see myself as open and accepting, I realize that my playlist is far from diverse,
 and may not suit your musical tastes. As I grow as a student, I’m confident my soundscape will continue to grow and, hopefully, as students of ENGL 121 B, we will expand our musical horizons and learn to sing a new tune together
.


Thanks for listening!



Ainsley Bourque

Distinctive Sounds of a University Student

1.  “I wish I was a Punk Rocker (With Flowers in My Hair)” by Sandi Thom (2:30)
2.  Awkward Elevator Silence (0:41)
3.  “The Only Living Boy in New York” by Simon & Garfunkel (3:59)
4.  Hallway Keys (0:34)
5.  “Loose Lips” by Kimya Dawson- Juno (2:23)
6.  Roommate’s Cell Phone Alarm (0:22 x 4)
7.  “Right Through You” by Alanis Morissette (2:56)
8.  “Knock ‘em Out” by Lily Allen (2:56) 

9.  “Ain’t No Reason” by Brett Dennen (3:42)
10.  “Sticks and Safety Belts” by Cake (2:09)
11.  “Anyone Else But You” by The Moldy Peaches- Juno (3:00)

12.  “Revolution 1” by The Beatles (4:16)
13.  Air Hockey Game (6:42)
14.  Barack Obama Iowa Caucus Victory Speech (13:40)
15.  “Things Will Change” by Modwheelmood (4:11)

�I like the introduction here.  In short, it gives your readers, who are fellow students, a sense of where this letter is going.  Nicely done!


�Not a big deal, Ainsley, but “cannot” would just be one word here.  Cool? 


�Great transition, Ainsley.  I like how you shift from a macro-level observation about your life as a student to a micro-level observation about your soundscape.  


�Thanks for the title here!


�I hope so, too!


�Rhetorically speaking, I’m not sure that the comma is necessary here, especially since you do not introduce a new subject.  


�Given Davis’s arguments about affect and how sounds influence our perceptions, this word – “embody” -- carries multiple valences here, eh?  


�Haha…Nice!  


�And do tell: What is this “true” college experience?  Animal House?  


�Persuasive attention to your compositional strategy here, Ainsley.  I particularly like how you stress the “how” of your playlist and not just the “what.”


�There’s that word again!  (See my comment earlier.) 


�What is “this” exactly?  How might you be more specific? 


�Just to fill me in here: What are these sentiments, exactly?  That is, how might you clarify this point for your reader?  Are you frustrated with the cell alarm?  If so, why not just say it and be more specific?


�Here, I get a bit lost in your transition from a cell alarm and Morissette to final exams.  What’s the connection?  


�Haha…See my previous comments.  I like the word.  Here, however, you might consider whether you are being repetitive.  


�You can probably drop this comma before “lifestyle.”  Thanks!


�Given Obama’s speech in this sentence, is “songs” the accurate word here?  


�Overall, you might unpack this paragraph a bit, Ainsley.  It seems underdeveloped.  Why are those songs stuck in your head?  What do they suggest about your surroundings?  Why did you listen to your friend’s recommendation?  And so on.  By unpacking your paragraph, it will be easier to follow and arguably more engaging for your reader, particularly if it unfolds how – exactly – you imagine/understand your cultural soundscape.  Thanks! 


�Haha…Fair enough!  


�Again, rhetorically speaking, I’m not sure that this comma is necessary, Ainsley.  (See my previous comment on commas.)


�Sounds good!  


�And thank you for the read!


�There she is again! 


�Ahh…The Moldy Peaches!  Ever heard “Lucky Charms”?  


�And thanks again for sonic version of this playlist!  I loved the field recordings!






