
15 March, 2008

Dear ENGL 121 B Kids,


As all of you either currently are, or presumably were at some point, I am a first year student at the University of Washington. While I like to think myself well adapted to college living and all it entails (dorm food, new friends, old mattresses and abundant studying), the magnitude of the transition from high school student to full fledged UW undergraduate cannot be downplayed. From minor details, like the tone of my alarm clock, to grand statements about about hopes and ambitions, much has changed over the past several months. The changes within my “soundscape” over the past few months reflect this journey. I hope my playlist, “Distinctive Sounds of a University Student,” helps you to understand what I feel are the defining influences on who I am as a student, and your peer, at the University of Washington. 


I chose to organize my playlist fairly chronologically; “Distinctive Sounds of a University Student” begins with my initial dreams and confusions as a brand new college student and ends with tracks which embody who I currently am as I enter the second quarter of my college experience. The playlist begins with the song “I wish I was a Punk Rocker (With Flowers in My Hair)” which, to me, represents the profuse idealism that shaped my dreams of who a college student was. In reality, though, no self help book or special edition of “The Daily” can quite prepare you for the true college experience. While I won’t say that college is any way a let down from the crazy scenarios I’d dreamt up, it is sharply different, and the drastic transition between Sandi Thom’s foot-stopping song to the awkward silence of an elevator embodies that reality. 


The central tracks in my playlist ran through my head as I developed a rhythm and grew accustomed to life as a university student. Within days of moving into university housing, I developed the habit of stuffing my keys into my back pocket so they jingled loudly as I trouped up and down the long hallway I now lived at the end of. As I settled into a pattern, those around me did as well; my roommate began systematically allowing her cell phone alarm to go off repeatedly, for prolonged intervals, and the angry tone of Alanis Morissette’s “Jagged Little Pill” album captures my early morning resentment. The sounds of my fall quarter were by no means all negative or annoying though, and as fall quarter approached final exams, favorite songs of my high school friends played on shuffle with songs which expressed my new, independent lifestyle as my university “soundscape” continued to develop.


“Distinctive Sounds of a University Students” ends with 5 tracks which hopefully tell you a lot about who I am now, and will allow you to understand how I think and interact with my surroundings. From the Beatles to Barack Obama, these are the songs and ideas stuck in my head.  “Revolution 1”, the 12th song on my playlist contains the line, “we all wanna change the world,” which I feel portrays both my desire to use my life to make a positive impact on the world, while implying that I realize it’s a lofty ambition shared with many of my peers. The rhythmic smack of an air hockey game provides a snapshot of the nightly routine I have settled into; 6pm supper, 9:30 air hockey followed by snacks (given that our homework schedule is willing), followed by a healthy dose of  “The Daily Show.” Finally, I chose to end the playlist not with a song that’s long been a favorite, but a song a new friend down the hall recommended I download two days ago. My choice of final track indicates that, though I’ve settled into a comfortable new rhythm and soundscape at the UW, the discography of my life is always progressing, and my ears are never closed. 


I hope my playlist says positive things about me and my lifestyle; as your new classmate, I’d hate to get off on the wrong foot. Though I like to see myself as open and accepting, I realize that my playlist is far from diverse and may not suit your musical tastes. As I grow as a student, I’m confident my soundscape will continue to grow and, hopefully, as students of ENGL 121 B, we will expand our musical horizons and learn to sing a new tune together.


Thanks for listening!



Ainsley Bourque

Distinctive Sounds of a University Student

1.  “I wish I was a Punk Rocker (With Flowers in My Hair)” by Sandi Thom (2:30)
2.  Awkward Elevator Silence (0:41)
3.  “The Only Living Boy in New York” by Simon & Garfunkel (3:59)
4.  Hallway Keys (0:34)
5.  “Loose Lips” by Kimya Dawson- Juno (2:23)
6.  Roommate’s Cell Phone Alarm (0:22 x 4)
7.  “Right Through You” by Alanis Morissette (2:56)
8.  “Knock ‘em Out” by Lily Allen (2:56) 
9.  “Ain’t No Reason” by Brett Dennen (3:42)
10.  “Sticks and Safety Belts” by Cake (2:09)
11.  “Anyone Else But You” by The Moldy Peaches- Juno (3:00)
12.  “Revolution 1” by The Beatles (4:16)
13.  Air Hockey Game (6:42)
14.  Barack Obama Iowa Caucus Victory Speech (13:40)
15.  “Things Will Change” by Modwheelmood (4:11)

