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First, I watched three minutes from early in the movie “Moulin Rouge” without the audio. The purely visual signals I received were confusing in the absence of sound. The images lacked depth, and I had to analyze them extremely closely to determine what was going on. Colors factored largely into what I was able to glean from my sound-free viewing. The blue of the early moments suggested grief, the spastic changes between grays and vibrant colors in the middle of the clip suggested confusion, and the normal, but slightly faded, colors at the end of the clip suggested a reflection on a happier time. The quick, numerous, and varied clips that made up minutes 3:00-6:30 of the film brought the connotations of a range of strong emotions, but it was difficult to make any sense of them in the absence of sound.


Secondly, I immersed myself in both the audio and visual aspects of a short clip from the movie “Moulin Rouge”. The combination of audio and visual singles gave me an extremely clear glimpse into the emotions of our protagonist (who is narrating his past). I didn’t have to guess what the mind set of the narrator was- the blue undertones of the beginning scene, accompanied by a sad, grieving voice illustrated the pain and suffering he was suffering extremely clearly. The deliberate strikes of the typewriter keys added an air of contemplation and finality. Though a backward leap in time occurs midway through the clip, I was not confused by it (as I might have been in the absence of either sounds or visuals). The obvious change in visuals, as well as the explanation provided by the narrator, saved me from any question as to what was occurring. Following this shift in time, sounds and images moved quicker than they had previously. This rush of visual and auditory signals emphasized the excitement and craziness of the Bohemian revolution. Finally, the end of the clip was a mass of chaos, which  was formed by the juxtaposition of fast talking, wacky sound effects and a whirlwind of bright colors. The voice over narration serves not only to explain what is going on in the multiple scenes in this clip from Moulin Rouge, but it also adds an additional layer on top of the what and when of the movie, a layer of emotion and personal connection.


Listening to the audio of the early minutes of the movie Moulin Rouge (masking the visuals), I was able to connect with the narrator, though I wasn’t able to place all of his emotions completely in context. The narrator’s voice is that of the protagonist, looking back on his experiences. The voice is tainted with grief and sorrow, and he speaks slowly and deliberately, with obvious sniffles and sighs. As the speaker reflects on the Moulin Rouge, his cynicism towards the establishment is prevalent. When the speaker shifts to speak about his experiences early in his life in Paris, he speaks quickly, with enthusiasm, allowing the listener to glimpse his naivety. Because the speaker is looking back and reflecting on the past, his narration conveys a certain amount of wisdom, as well as each of the aforementioned emotions. The sound effects beneath the narration compliment the voice over. Sad music further emphasizes the grief the narrator is explaining, while ridiculous sound effects compliment the craziness that ensues later in the clip.

1. How do filmmakers portray emotion and dimension in film without the use of sound?
2. How does the speed at which a voice over narrator speaks impact the connotations of his or her words?
3. How do audiences react to sound effects (particularly unrealistic ones)?

