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Hello! My name is Ainsley and welcome to my first broadcast on iTunes U! As a first year student at the University of Washington, I am currently enrolled in a compositional English course. This course, “English 121 B”, is entitled “Service-Learning, Sonic Culture, and Media Activism”.  As indicated by the course theme, English 121 B involves a service learning component. My classmates and I volunteer at local Boys and Girls clubs, and from our experiences there formulate compositions such as this one. Service learning allows us to learn on multiple levels, collaborate with our peers and, finally, mobilize the skills we have attained in the course in such a way that we make a positive impact in our local community. 


Of interest to this broadcast, my peer Seth and I recorded and published numerous podcasts about our experiences at our local Boys and Girls Club. While these podcasts touched on numerous issues and events, from churro making to large flying insects, resonant in both of our podcasts was the importance of speaking with kids. Not only is listening to a child talk and laugh enjoyable, but speaking with kids gives you the opportunity to understand the children you are working with better. From our podcasts, I gathered that neither Seth nor I were raised in an environment similar to the kids we’re working with; the kids at the Boys and Girls Cub are growing up in urban Seattle, a city foreign to me until a few months ago. Talking with kids, asking their thoughts and opinions, allowed Seth and I to see what made them laugh, as well as shed light onto what makes them who they are.


In our initial podcasts, which touched on our goals and anxieties heading into our service learning at the Boys and Girls Club, Seth and I both highlighted concerns about connecting with the kids. We were worried we’d say something stupid, further alienating ourselves from kids we already didn’t know. The tone of Seth’s podcast led me to think he was just as excited about the prospect of working with kids as I was, but neither of us knew what level we’d be able to connect with the kids on. Seth is from suburban Seattle, and I grew up in suburban Nevada and Eastern Washington. As we spent more time at the Boys and Girls Club, we became acclimated to the noise and chaos that reigns there, and found productive ways to interact with the kids at the club. As we had hoped, we found the Boys and Girls Club which we volunteered at to be a positive place, and began to connect with the kids through simple activities and conversations. 


In my podcast, I discuss a conversation I had at the club which lead me to discover a bit about the family life of a girl I routinely help with homework. One afternoon, “Aretha” and I were reading a book about insects together, and our conversation veered towards things which frightened us. Aretha proceeded to tell me about how she had gone to a movie with her mom that scared her and she would have rather not seen (imdb tells me that the movies was rated R for graphic violence).  Her tone and negative reaction to the film lead me to understand a little bit about the environment she is growing up in. Additionally this incident, about possibly negative situations at home, led me to greater appreciate the bond I shared with the child, and opened my eyes to the importance of talking with kids. Similarly, Seth’s podcast highlights the power of speaking with children. In his podcast, Seth discusses his conversation about imaginary animals with two of the littler girls at the club. When prompted, the two girls spoke in great length about the animals they were “giving” to Seth, which impressed upon him how much the children enjoyed an opportunity to be listened to; “I was definitely listening to the kids for a majority of the time because they had so much to talk about".  Seth opens the podcast by describing the conversation as "an event which seems beneficial to both myself and the kids," and he feels that interacting with kids through simple events like this one can improve their day, as well as his own, significantly. Though the nature of the conversations which Seth and I had were very different in their subject matter, they both impacted our relations with the kids at the Boys and Girls Club. Our conversations lead us to connect with kids and prevented us from making assumptions about what they want from us, and why. Even when dealing with young kids, the power of talking should never be underestimated. 


