English 110
First, please make sure you that you make a personal copy 
of this worksheet before you start to answer any of the following questions.  To make a personal copy, just point your mouse at the yellow words highlighted above, and instructions will pop out at you. Or, you can look at p. 15 of the CIC Student Supplement for help.

1950s - Ideal Family or Concealed Fear?

In the chapter that we read from Elaine Tyler May's Homeward Bound, the "ideal" family of the 1950s is placed into the historical context of the Cold War.  May argues that part of the era's insistence on family was due to uncertainties about political and global security.  She writes that individuals and families relied on the experience and evidence of experts for almost every aspect of their lives.  "According to the experts," she continues, "political activism was not likely to keep the world steady.  They advocated adaptation rather than resistance as a means of feeling 'at home.'  The modern home would make the inherited values of the past relevant for the uncertain present and future, but it had to be fortified largely from within" (28).

For this exercise, you will view an online excerpt from a 1950s textbook, and comment on the passage quoted above.

· Go to the 1950's Home Economics Textbook Advice 
 (you can just click on this phrase).

· Read the page and then answer the following question (1-2 paragraphs).

· Save this document (mayx.doc) - with your file extension in place of "x" - in your class folder.

1. What connections do you see between the quotation from May's article (cited above) and the web page you just viewed?  What does May mean by the "inherited values of the past"?  What is your personal reaction to the web page?




�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Before writing anything on the worksheet, click on the Office Button and choose Save as(Word Document.  In the File Name box, rename the file by inserting your personal ID (that Kim gave you) after typing this root file name:  May . (For example, if your assigned ID letter is B, type MayB as the file name.)  You are now ready to type in your answers to the questions!  Note: these basic instructions appear in the CIC Student Guide: http://depts.washington.edu/engl/cic/sgonline/basics.php#saving





