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newspaperman knows, is pow geing on frem end to end of the
United States. .

But such dubious statistics cannot cover up the plain fact
that the Amecrican people, with endless supplies of alecohol avail-
able almost everywhere, are drinking more soberly than under
prohibition.  There was naturally some orgiastic boozing im-
mediately after repeal, and it is still going on among the anthro-
poids earmarked by God to die of the jimjams, but the great
majority of Americans are using their new-won liberty in a
discreet and civilized way, and if reformers only let them alene
they will probably do even better hereafter.

Baltimore, December 31 H. L. MeENCKEN

A Retraction from Mr. Sinclair

To rue Eptrors oF THE NaTtrow:

On November 28, 1934, there appeared in your magazine
an article by myself called The Future of Epic. Ia a portion
of this article I stated that “on the Sunday before election day
every Negro preacher in Los Angeles received $50 to preach a
scrinon against me.”

I have made an investigation of this matter and I find
that this statement was ill-advised, and I desire to withdraw it.
I also desire that all newspapers and magazines which copied
this portion of my article be good enough to print this letter.
The statement is true concerning 2 number, but is not true
concerning all preachers, and I apologize to those preachers
who have suffered because of this article and who are not in-
volved in any way,

I have had the pleasure of meeting the Reverend William
A. Johnson, who is the pastor of Trinity Baptist Church of
Los Angeles, and I have found him to be 2 man who does not
indulge in politics in his church; he did not preach any sermon
against me nor did he receive any compensation from any po-
litical group, nor has he preached any political matters in his
church at any time.

Los Angeles, December 28 UpToN SiNCLAIR

Who Was This Euripedes,
Anyway?

To THE Epitors oF THE NaTtion: :

It is the end of a long day, a day spent reading freshman
themes, The freshmen have been reading Greek dramas, and
their papers are conscientious if somewhat bewildered sum-
marics of such masterpieces as the “Agamemon” ef someone
alled Acchylus, or the “Edepus” of someone named Sophocleis.
Some possibly have preferred the “Lisastrata” of one Aristo-
shones; others the “Media” of Furipedes.

[ pick up The Nation of December 19 and turn to the
Diiter’s column to learn of the course of reading pursued by
war John Stuart Mill. He too, I learn, read Euripedes, no
&ubt with more profit than that derived therefrom by Towa
frechmen.

The point is: Was the Drifter’s “Euripedes” a printer’s
sisoe? (1 know he is a man of honor, and 1 shall believe it if he
. v yes.)  Or does he, like the Iowa freshman, have occasional
bizies from orthographical grace—-less frequent no doubt—but
toee the less lapses?

Grinnell, Towa, December 21 Carl NIEMEYER

['The Drifter, being a man of honor, deposes and says that
W differs from Professor Niemeyer’s freshmen in that he does

Vic’tOf Aniﬁounces
a glorious new recorcling of the
BEETHOVEN

FIFTH
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clirection of Se'rge Kousse’vftz]cy

Surpassing any previous recording
of Beethoven’s masterpiece

4
SOME would call Beethoven’s Fifth the great.
est of his symphonies. No one can doubt
thar it is the best loved. Naturally, it was one
of the very first symphonies to be recorded by -
Victor when electrical recording was first intro- .
duced, some ten years ago.

Why, then, a new recording at this time? Be-
cause another great advance has been made by
RCAVictor in the art of recording. All previous
recordmgs of the "Fifth” are far surpassed by
this one in glorious realism of orchestral tone.

Ask your Victor dealer to let you hear this new
Beethoven Fifth played by the London Philhar-
monic Qrchestra under the direction of Serge
Koussevitzky, Ask also to hear the new Bach
250th Anniversary Album, a new group of the
celebrated Bach-Stokowski transcriptions.

* F* Xk
Justoffthe press! THE VICTOR BOOK OF THE SYM.
HONY' Companion to the famous Book of the Opera.
Fascmutmg brilliant, non-techaical, Profusely illustrated.
Foreward by Leopold Stokowski, Over 600 pages. The perfect
grfi for anyone who bas a radio or a phonograph,
THE VICTOR BOOK OF THE SYMPHONY, by

Charles O'Connell. $3.50. Ac all RCA Victor dealers.
and bookstores everywhere.
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