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1.    What question did the study attempt to answer?

Patients - 

Intervention - 

Comparison - 

Outcome – 

Did the study address an appropriate and clearly focused question
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

2.  Determining Relevance:

a. Is the diagnostic test feasible and common to your practice?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
b. Is the proportion of patients with the target illness comparable 

to the patient group seen by family physicians?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

c. Did the authors study a clinically meaningful
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 No

and/or a patient oriented outcome?

3.  Determining Validity: 

a. What test is being evaluated

b. What is the reference standard with which the test being evaluated is compared?

c. The test and reference standard are measured 
independently (blind) of each other? 
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 Yes
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 No  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Unclear
d. Did the patient sample include an appropriate 





spectrum of patients to whom the diagnostic test will be 

applied in clinical practice?
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 No  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Unclear
e. Patients for testing are selected either as a consecutive 

series or randomly, from a clearly defined study
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 Unclear
f. Results are reported for all patients that are entered

into the study
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4.  What are the results?

a. What is the estimated sensitivity of the test being evaluated? (state 95% CI)

Sensitivity = proportion of results in patients with the disease that are correctly identified by the new test

b. What is the estimated specificity of the test being evaluated (state 95% CI)

Specificity = proportion of results in patients without the disease that are correctly identified by the new test

c. What are the likelihood ratios for the test being evaluated?
LR+  =  sens / (1-spec)
   - LR+ > 10 indicates a large change in likelihood, < 2 indicates no change in likelihood

LR−  = (1-sens) / spec
   - LR− < 0.1 indicates a large change in likelihood, > 0.5 indicates no change in likelihood

5. Applying the evidence
a. Will the results help me in caring for my patients
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 No
b. If the findings are valid and relevant, will this change 

your current practice?
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 No


c. Is the change in practice something that can be done in 

a medical care setting of a family physician?
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 Yes
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 No

d. Can the results be implemented?  
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e.  Are there any barrier to immediate implementation?
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f.  How was this study funded?  

