
Elwha Revegetation: Lake Aldwell Seeding Trials 

Background 
Deconstruction of the dams began in fall of 2011.  684 acres 
of bare reservoir sediments exposed.  Revegetation efforts 
are critical to the overall Elwha restoration project. 
 

Questions 
• Will native herbs and conifers germinate on silt deposits?  
• Will native herbs and conifers survive summer seedling 

stage on exposed silt?  
• Will large wood affect survival of seeded conifers?  
• Do some species perform better than others?  
• Will application methods affect performance? 
 

Methods and Monitoring 
• Site 1 – 4 herbaceous seed mixes/ 2 application rates. 
• Site 2 – 2 conifer species/ 3 application methods. 
 
Herbs germinated successfully in April.  Spring monitoring to 
begin May 2012.  Summer monitoring in August 2012. 
 

Anticipated Results 
Aggressive grasses are likely to perform the best.  Low 
density seeding likely better than high density.  Nursery 
stratification and large wood expected to positively effect 
conifer germination and survival. 

 

Rosemary Baker, Master’s of Environmental Horticulture, SEFS, UW, Olympic National Park 
Advisors: Dr. Kern Ewing, Dr. Jim Fridley, Dr. Darlene Zabowski, and Joshua Chenoweth, ONP 

http://www.pbase.com/rodg/aster_family_ 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bromus 

http://www.karmasforest.com/products2.html 

http://www.oregongrassseed.com/seed/Oregon-Nativ 
e-Seed/Blue-Wildrye.html 

http://www.delawarewildflower 
s.org/plant.php?id=0014 

Table 1. Seeded species at Aldwell Site 1. 

http://www.bentler.us/eastern-washington/plants/ 
trees/douglas-fir.aspx 

http://www.treeandlawninfo. 
com/trees/fgrandfir.html 


