
Molecular Engineering and Sciences (MolES) Undergraduate 
Research Symposium for the West Coast Region

Register now to attend the MolES Undergraduate Research Symposium at the University of Washington on August 
16, 2017.  This event, sponsored by the MolES Institute, provides a forum for students to present their undergraduate 
research, learn about the evolving field of molecular engineering from UW faculty and graduate students, and examine the 
connection between research and education with other undergraduate researchers working in science and engineering.

Molecular Engineering & Sciences Institute  |  www.moles.washington.edu  |  MolES@uw.edu  |  206-616-6627

Undergraduate Research Symposium

Event details: 

August 16, 2017

12:00 pm - Lunch with MolES faculty & PhD students 

1:30 pm - UW opportunities & faculty talks

2:30 pm - Campus & Molecular Analysis Facility Tour

3:30 pm - Faculty presentations

4:00 pm - Q&A with current MolE PhD students

5:00 pm - MolE Program Happy Hour with MolE PhD 
advisors and students

There is no cost to attend, but registration is required. 

Professional development and learning opportunities:

• Connect with other undergraduate STEM researchers 
from the west coast region, as well as REU students from 
institutions across the US

• Learn more about getting into graduate school at a panel 
session with current Molecular Engineering PhD students 
(www.moles.washington.edu/phd)

• Hear more about the exciting research taking place in UW 
labs from MolES faculty (www.moles.washington.edu/
faculty)

• Network with students and faculty you have met 
throughout the day at an evening reception

Register today at www.moles.washington.edu/summer-symposium



The Molecular Engineering & Sciences Institute brings together faculty teams from 
across the University of Washington campus to catalyze translational research 
in the Clean Tech and Biotech areas. It is intended to serve both as an intellectual 
accelerator to bring fresh approaches and ideas to societal challenges and as a 
physical incubator where interdisciplinary teams can come together in a shared 
space. The Institute has more than 115 members from 14 departments.

The Institute is located in the new Molecular Engineering and Sciences Building, 
a facility specially designed to promote collaborative molecular-scale research. 
The building houses more than 16 faculty research groups, 3 research centers and 
the Molecular Analysis Facility. Together these centers provide state-of-the-art 
instrumentation for molecular characterization and analysis for the use of the UW 
research community and the larger non-profit and tech communities in Seattle.

The MolES Institute also offers interdisciplinary education programs for 
undergraduate and graduate students in the College of Arts and Sciences, the 
College of Engineering, and the School of Medicine. Drawing on the expertise of 
multiple departments, these programs teach students the fundamental aspects 
of molecular-level engineering through core courses and top-notch research 
opportunities.  

 
 
 

Featured Research
The research of Biochemistry Professor David Baker aims to predict the structures of naturally 
occurring biomolecules and interactions and to design new molecules with new and useful 
functions. To carry out the required calculations Baker and his group developed the computer 
program Rosetta, as well as the distributed computing projects Foldit and 
Rosetta@Home. Building on intial computational designs, Baker uses experiment to better 
understand the principles underlying catalysis and binding in order to design novel proteins and 
enzymes. 

Learn more » www.bakerlab.org

Research in the group of Materials Science & Engineering Professor Christine Luscombe focuses 
on the design, synthesis, and applications of functional macromolecules. Polymeric materials are a 
more lightweight, flexible, and cost-effective alternative to conventional materials such as silicon. 
Professor Luscombe’s research aims to develop new methods for making semiconducting polymers 
and to create new polymers with improved light absorption, charge transport, and stability.  

Learn more » faculty.washington.edu/luscombe

“The MolES Institute is flexible and responsive –  
aligning its efforts with the most creative molecular engineering 
and sciences research wherever it is occuring.”            

– Patrick Stayton, MolES Director

 Programs & Activities
         Weekly seminar series

     Informer newsletter

     Faculty Collaboration Grant program

     Annual Molecular Engineering Showcase 

     Molecular Analysis Facility

     Grant matching funds

     International collaborations with Korea 
Institute of Science & Technology (Korea), 
University of Queensland (Australia), and 
National Institute for Materials Science 
(Japan) 

   Education Programs
     NanoTech & Molecular Engineering Dual 

PhD Program

         Nanoscience & Molecular Engineering 
Option Program for Undergraduates

         PhD and Master’s degrees in Molecular  
Engineering

Molecular Engineering & Sciences Institute 

MolES Building Suite 220 

Box 351653 

Seattle, WA 98195-1653

Phone: 206-616-6627 

Email: MolES@uw.edu 

Twitter: @UWMolES  

LinkedIn: UW MolES groupwww.MolES.washington.edu

Connect with the MolES Institute

Baker Laboratory

Luscombe Research Group

About the Molecular Engineering & Sciences Institute


