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Summary

· Over 12 years experience in leadership and management, instruction and facilitation

· Demonstrated management knowledge and skills in variety of programs, particularly sexual and reproductive health and family planning, public health, and civil society development

· Skilled at strategic planning, program management and administration (planning, organizing, controlling and evaluating), public speaking, and analytical writing

· Advanced knowledge on international health issues and trends, as well as institutions involved

Professional Experiences

· Deputy Representative (P-4); United Nation Population Fund (UNFPA) – Sudan Office; May 2004 – present.

Responsibilities:

- Analyses the economic, social and political environment of the country.

- Participates in negotiations for the preparation, development and implementation of the UNFPA Country Program and the humanitarian component and takes active part in their periodic review and revisions.

- Oversees the design of project documents required for the implementation of the Country Program and of the humanitarian component 

- Monitors day-to-day implementation systematically and analyses periodic progress reports of programs/projects and drafts reports for such reviews. 

- Maintains a continuous flow of information with representatives of the Government, multilateral and bilateral donor agencies.

- Coach and supervises professional and support staff and undertake capacity building among first-line counterparts

· Short-Term Professional (P-4); World Health Organization – Afghanistan Office; August 2003 – March 2004.

Responsibilities:

- Review of and advise on previous and current policies and plans for reproductive health, especially safe motherhood

· Develop and launch national policies and standards, as well as training manuals, for reproductive health services, including antenatal care services, newborn care services, postpartum care services, family planning services, emergency obstetric care services, and health management information system (for reproductive health).

· Launch an inter-agency working group on adolescent health and contribute in developing national adolescent reproductive health policy and strategy.

- Develop a micro plan for rehabilitation of essential and emergency obstetrics care in the country over the next five years.

- Review and advise teaching learning materials and plan and conduct training of trainers for refresher training of various levels of service providers.

· To develop plan for community mobilization, health education, and advocacy for reproductive health program.

· Visiting Scholar; Bill and Melinda Gates Institute for Population and Reproductive Health, Bloomberg School of Public Health, Johns Hopkins University; November – December 2002.

Responsibilities:

- Prepare a policy brief on male involvement in family planning and reproductive health for Leadership Forum on “Family Planning in New World” in December 2002.

- Present a seminar in the Population and Family Health Sciences Department.

· Intern; International Medical Corps headquarters in Los Angeles; June – October 2002.

Responsibilities:

- Support the newly established department of strategic planning and international development to develop the IMC strategic plan and to set department structure.
[As an extension to my fellowship program, the purpose for this internship was to pursue extended training for professional development following the completion of my academic coursework for the Population Leadership Program (PLP)]

· Consultant; The Iran NGO Initiative, A project of the Population Council Regional Office for the West Asia and North Africa (WANA); May – September 2001.

Responsibilities:

- Provide consultations services to the Director of the Initiative, including facilitation of strategic planning; operational planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluating; project proposal development and resource mobilization; reporting; and administrative and financial management.

- Promote close cooperation and collaboration with national and international NGOs, UN agencies, bilateral donors and government entities, including diplomatic missions, UNDP, UNICEF, etc.
[The Initiative is directed by the Senior Advisor of the Population Council (WANA), funded mainly by the Ford Foundation.]

· Chief Executive Officer (CEO); Family Planning Association of the Islamic Republic of Iran (FPA/IRI); March 1997 – March 2001.

Responsibilities:

- Provide overall management and oversight of the administrative, financial and programmatic areas of the Association, including coordination of Board meetings, facilitation of strategic planning, operational planning, implementation of the programs, monitoring and evaluation, fund development and resource mobilization, instructions and training, reporting, administrative and financial management

- Promote close cooperation and collaboration with national and international NGOs, UN agencies, bilateral donors and government entities, including UNFPA, UNICEF, WHO, The Population Council, etc.
[FPA/IRI is an NGO affiliated with the International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF), working in the field of Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights]

· Project Manager and Project Advisor; “Primary Health Care and Family Planning” Project, Ministry of Health & Medical Education, Financed by the World Bank Loan; December 1992 – October 1999.

Responsibilities:

- Provide coordination and supervision for the overall implementation of the project components, which required adherence to the World Bank system and procedures, including project preparation process, reporting requirements, procurement and disbursement guidelines, etc.

- Provide management/advice for particular components of the project, including “Family Planning”, “Demographic and Health Survey (DHS)” and Health Care Financing Study components
[The Project was supervised by the Minister of Health and two of his Deputies, with a total budget of US$ 300 million budget. Major components of the project were Family Planning, Demographic and Health Survey, Health Care Financing Study, Developing National Health Management Information System, and Constructing 623 Rural Health Centers]
· Director of District Health Networks (Primary and Secondary Health Care) at 3 different districts; April 1990 – July 1993.

Responsibilities:

- Provided overall management and oversight for the Directorates, including administrative, financial and programmatic aspects, evaluation of the programs, research and surveys design and implementation, supervision of staff, follow up of the construction projects and supervision of their contractors, development of relations between the key stakeholders at the local, regional and national levels
- Serve as public health manager in emergency relief activities for Kurdish refugees’ crisis in 1992.
[Supervised by provincial Health Authorities, with an annual budget of about US$ 500,000]

Academic Background and Education

· Certificate in Population Leadership:

Population Leadership Program, Daniel J. Evans School of Public Affairs and School of Public Health & Community Medicine, University of Washington, Seattle, USA, September 2001– June 2002

· Certificate in International Health:

International Health Program, School of Public Health & Community Medicine, University of Washington, Seattle, USA, September 2001– June 2002

· Specialty in Psychiatry:

Tehran University of Medical Sciences and Health Services, Psychiatric Department, Roozbeh Hospital, Tehran, Iran, September 1994 – September 1997

· Medical Doctor:

Mashhad University of Medical Sciences and Health Services, School of Medicine, Mashhad, Iran, February 1982 - December 1989

Presentations and Instructions

· Presentations:

- “Social Capital and Population Health” at “WHO Regional Consultation Workshop on Health and Behavior,” WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region, Cairo, Egypt, December 2003.

- “Social Capital and Population Health” at Seminar on “Social Capital and Iranian Civil Society,” Iranian Civil Society Organizations Resource Center, Tehran, Iran, January 2003.

- “Male Contraception” at “Family Planning Leadership Forum,” Johns Hopkins School of Public Health, Baltimore, USA, December 2002. 

- “Iran Health and Family Planning Systems” at departmental seminars, Population and Family Health Sciences Department, Johns Hopkins School of Public Health, Baltimore, USA, November 2002.

- “Civil Society Sector and Law Reform in Iran” at “The 4th biennial seminar of Society for Iranian Studies,” Bethesda, USA, May 2002. 

- “Iran Health Status and the Role of Civil Society” at the Packard Foundation, San Jose, USA, March 2002.

- “The Iran NGO Initiative” at the regional meeting of the Population Council, Middle East and North Africa Region, Islamabad, Pakistan, October 2000.

- “Drug Abuse and HIV/AIDS: Iran experience” at the regional WHO consultation workshop on “Vulnerability and HIV/AIDS”, East Mediterranean Region, Tunis, Tunisia, May 2000.

- “Health Management Information System” at the UNFPA/ECO workshop on “Quality Improvement and Expansion of Contraceptive Choice”, Istanbul, Turkey, May 2000 (Resource Person/Presenter).

- “Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights” and “The role of Civil Society as partners in Development” on an ongoing basis at a variety of national seminars and assemblies in Iran.

· Instructions:

- Facilitator of the “project proposal writing workshop” held for the NGOs managers, co-sponsored by UNFPA, UNICEF, Population Council and FPA/IRI, Tehran, Iran, March 1999

- Instructor and Facilitator of several educational sessions addressing SRHR issues (particularly “sexual behavior and disorders”, “sexual and reproductive health rights” and “reproductive health indicators”) held by FPA/IRI for its members and general public (including youth) throughout Iran.

- Instructor, Facilitator and Author of several training courses, workshops, and publications addressing SRHR, role of civil society, and general management (particularly leadership and management, strategic planning, and project proposal writing) held and published by various governmental, non-governmental and international organizations in Iran for NGOs’ managers, administrators, and general public. 
Additional Information 

· Languages: Farsi (Persian, mother tongue), English (Fluent in speaking, reading and writing), Dari (Fluent in speaking, reading and writing), Arabic (very basic understanding and reading) 

· Computer Skills: Experienced in working with most commonly used applications and software, including MS-Word, MS-Excel, MS-PowerPoint, Outlook Express, EPIINFO, and the Internet

· International Events: Participation in 21 international conferences, meetings and workshops in more than 15 different countries

· Ongoing Professional Courses and Trainings Completed:

- Postdoctoral Fellow, Gates Institute for Population and Reproductive Health, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, Baltimore, USA, November and December 2002 

- Health Sector Reform, Short course on “Flagship Course on Health Sector Reform, Modules I & III”, World Bank Institute and American University of Beirut, Beirut, Lebanon, June 1999

- Health Economics, Short course on “Restructuring the Health Sector in Developing Countries: Economic Perspectives”, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, London, UK, August 1993

- Cost Effectiveness and Sustainability, Workshop on “Cost Effectiveness and Sustainability”, IPPF/South Asia Regional Office (SARO), New Delhi, India, December 1997

- Resource Mobilization, Workshop on ”Resource Mobilization”, IPPF/SARO, Colombo, Sri Lanka, March 1998

- Sexual and Reproductive Health, Workshop on “Sexual and Reproductive Health”, IPPF/SARO, Colombo, Sri Lanka, March 1997

- Emergency Contraception, Workshop on “Emergency Contraception”, Concept Foundation/FPA Sri Lanka/Turner Foundation, Colombo, Sri Lanka, November 2000
- PHC Management, Workshop on “PHC Management”, Ministry of Health and Medical Education, Mashhad, Iran, September 1992
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