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ABSTRACT: Diamonds approaching the nanoscale have the
potential for use as probe materials as their optical properties
can be sensitive to optical/electric fields, mechanical stress/
pressure, and the configuration of nuclear spins. The surface of
nanodiamonds impacts their optical properties and sensing
capabilities, and examining the nanodiamond surface through
X-ray absorption can give insights into molecular surface
structures. Here, quantum dot models with varying amounts of
surface carbon passivation are prepared, optimized, and
compared. The loss of the diamond sp3 lattice is examined
by investigating the bond length and tetrahedral character of
the carbons comprising nanodiamonds for the appearance of
aromatic sp2 surface domains. Electronic transitions in the
carbon K-edge region, using the energy-specific time-dependent density functional theory method, as well as vibrational spectra
are computed from the optimized models. The surface reorganization is shown to affect the electronic characteristics of the
nanodiamond. As a result, there is a distinct absorption peak in the carbon K-edge region, along with stretching modes in the
vibrational spectra, that can be correlated to the nature of the surface hybridization of the nanodiamond.

■ INTRODUCTION
Nanodiamonds are interesting materials due to their stability
and potential for use in biological imaging, quantum
computing, drug delivery, and sensing as a result of their lack
of photobleaching, spin-polarized photoluminescense, and long
spin lifetimes when doped.1−9 Bulk, undoped diamonds are
insulators with a band gap of approximately 5.5 eV.10 They are
thus transparent to visible radiation; however, dopants such as
the nitrogen vacancy and silicon split divacancy can lead to
optical signatures in the visible region.1,11−13 These optical
signatures can be tuned by altering the size of the nanocrystal.
As the size of the nanocrystal decreases, discrete electronic
states emerge at the band edges along with an energetic
increment of the band gap as a result of the quantum
confinement effect.7,14−22

In diamond, carbon is arranged into a highly symmetric,
tetrahedral sp3 lattice. However, because of graphitic pre-edge
features that appear in the carbon K-edge energy region of X-
ray and electron energy loss spectroscopy of nanodiamonds, it
has been theorized that as diamond approaches the nanoscale
the surface carbons arrange to form sp2 features.2,13,23,24 Earlier
theories on the arrangement of the carbons predicted a
diamond core with a graphitic shell around it.1,25 This model
for describing the surface of the diamond still cannot describe
an experimentally determined deviation from perfect lattice
Bragg peaks.25 Thus, an improved model was proposed where
nanodiamonds arrange themselves in a manner similar to that
in Figure 1.1,25 In this model, there is an sp3 diamond core

surrounded by a shell of sp3 carbon atoms where the diamond
lattice deviates from its perfect tetrahedral arrangement, labeled
S2 in the figure. Finally, this intermediate shell interacts with the
graphitic, sp2 surface layer, labeled S1 in the figure.25

Surface rearrangement, and thus the carbon hybridization, of
nanodiamonds has been used to describe experimentally
determined features on optical spectra, such as the carbon X-
ray absorption 285 eV pre-edge.2,13,23,26 In the past few years,
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Figure 1. Proposed model for nanodiamond surface reorganization
composed of a diamond lattice core, a layer of sp3 carbon where the
diamond lattice deteriorates (S2), and the surface (S1).
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the effects of surface passivation, symmetry, and functionaliza-
tion on the diamond lattice reorganization have also been
studied computationally.27−31 However, a detailed under-
standing of the interplay between the surface rearrangement
(i.e., sp2 moieties, graphitic and sp3 strained layers) and the
presence of localized defects in the lattice (i.e., dopants)25 on
the pre-edge features that appear in the carbon K-edge energy
region of the X-ray absorbance spectrum has still not been fully
accomplished.
Thus, in this study the effects of different surface hybrid-

izations on the Raman scattering vibrational spectroscopy and
X-ray absorption are examined using a finite cluster approach
combined with harmonic treatment and energy-specific time-
dependent density functional theory (TDDFT),32−34 respec-
tively. This technique has shown very promising results for the
theoretical characterization of both the excited electronic states
of defect-containing semiconductor clusters and light ele-
ments11,33,35−40 and the vibrational/dynamical properties of
molecules.39,41−45 Rearrangement of the surface carbon hybrid-
ization is predicted through the structural response to different
surface passivations. Hydrogen was chosen to passivate the
surface carbon dangling bonds, given that hydrogen surface
termination can be realized experimentally using a hydrogen
plasma process.1,46,47 Other moieties such as those containing
oxygen and nitrogen are commonly found on the surface as a
byproduct of the manufacturing and purification methods
including the detonation of high explosives, a high-pressure,
high-temperature multianvil press, and, most recently, laser-
heated diamond anvil cells (LH-DAC).1,13,48,49 The unique use
of noble gas pressure media during LH-DAC processing
maximizes the probability of graphitic surface reconstruction.
In this work, density functional theory calculations are used

with a cluster approach to find the optimized molecular
geometry for the structures of varying surface passivations, as
shown in Figure 2. This level of theory has already been used

effectively to study nitrogen-doped nanodiamonds of similar
dimensions.11 To validate the predicted structural reorganiza-
tion, infrared and Raman spectra have been calculated on
systems with various degrees of surface passivation and
compared with the experiments. The origins of the carbon K-
edge pre-edge feature motivated the study of the X-ray
absorption spectroscopy (XAS) in this energy region. XAS is
elementally specific with large separations between the
responses for different elements and gives information about
weakly bound states to which it excites. Therefore, information
about the surface hybridization can be determined through
XAS.50 Since the molecular origin of the X-ray pre-edge feature
for nanodiamonds is not fully understood, this theoretical study
is motivated by a desire to understand the relationship between
this feature and the surface arrangement in nanodiamonds.

■ METHODOLOGY

Nanodiamonds were constructed to be nearly spherical with a
bulk fcc lattice parameter of a = 0.357 nm10 according to the
procedure presented in ref 11. Hydrogen atoms were used to
passivate the surface carbon atoms and to saturate surface
dangling bonds. Although other moieties are generally present
on the surface, chemical treatments of the surface can provide a
more uniform passivation.1 Before hydrogen removal or
optimization, the diamonds have C3v symmetry, and two
sizes, ∼1.4 nm (C182H142) and ∼1.2 nm (C121H104) in diameter,
have been used throughout the article. These systems are
similar, but slightly smaller, than commercially available
nanodiamonds from laser-heated diamond anvil cell synthesis
or detonation synthesis.1,13,48 Given that the Bohr exciton
radius for diamond is ∼1.6 nm,51 the electronic properties of
these diamond clusters are expected to exhibit quantum
confinement effects.11

Calculations were preformed using the Gaussian52 electronic
structure software package. The ground-state electronic
structures were obtained by solving the Kohn−Sham equation
using the hybrid Becke, three-parameter, Lee−Yang−Parr
(B3LYP) functional53−55 with a 6-31g(d) basis. The theory
level employed has been previously validated for the description
of the electronic structure and optical properties of both pure
and nitrogen-vacancy-doped diamonds of the same dimen-
sions.11 To examine the effects of the surface passivation on the
diamond lattice as the surface becomes more unsaturated,
hydrogens were removed from the surface and the resulting
structure was fully optimized.56 This surface reorganization is
analogous to what has been hypothesized to occur when
nanodiamonds are synthesized within a laser-heated diamond
anvil cell that uses a noble gas (i.e., neon or argon) as the nearly
hydrostatic pressure medium.13 Hydrogens were removed in
such a way as to preserve the symmetry of the unoptimized
structures and to obtain a homogeneous hydrogen density
across the surface of the nanodiamond (Figure 2).
To verify the structures returned from the optimization were

true minima and to compute the vibrational frequencies, the
second derivatives of the energy with respect to the Cartesian
nuclear coordinates were calculated. Given the number of
atoms and possible arrangements of the systems studied, there
are several structures with similar bonding structures and
degenerate energies that can result from the optimizations. To
ensure that the optimized structures represent physically valid
models, XAS and Raman vibrational spectra were computed
and compared to the experimental results. In addition, a
detailed analysis of the surface reorganization is presented,
providing a comparison with previous computational studies on
diamonds of similar sizes.2,30,31 The average computed
properties over each optimized nanodiamond structure are
similar and representative of the experimental data, suggesting
that the results presented herein are valid.
The XAS was calculated using time-dependent density

functional theory (TDDFT) within the linear-response frame-
work57−59 and its energy-specific implementation for high-
energy states32−34 for the differently passivated nanodiamonds.
The carbon K-edge was calculated, with a convergence of 1 ×
10−3 eV on the energy, to determine the effect of the surface
hybridization on the resulting response. The XAS K-edge
spectra were calculated with the 1.2 nm diamond due to its
reduced computational cost, in comparison to the 1.4 nm
nanodiamond. The 1.2 nm nanodiamond model is shown to be

Figure 2. From left to right, B3LYP/6-31G(d)-optimized C121H0,
C121H58, and C121H104 diamond structures.

The Journal of Physical Chemistry C Article

DOI: 10.1021/acs.jpcc.8b00354
J. Phys. Chem. C 2018, 122, 8573−8580

8574

http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/acs.jpcc.8b00354


of an appropriate size to capture the surface reorganization by
comparing its structure reorganization with the corresponding
1.4 nm nanodiamond model. The resulting transitions were
uniformly shifted33 by 12 eV (Table S1 for a detailed
comparison) in all discussions, reported spectra, and tables so
as to better compare with experimentally obtained results for
the onset of the pure bulk diamond carbon K-edge obtained
with both electron energy loss spectroscopy3,30 and XAS.2,23

To compare the amount of tetrahedral character exhibited by
different diamond atoms within the core and surface of a
nanodiamond and between nanodiamonds with different levels
of surface passivation, the average carbon−carbon bond
distance at different distances from the origin of the
nanodiamond was examined. The average deviation from an
ideal tetrahedral bond angle (109.5°) subtended at each carbon
center was examined in addition to the bond length to show
either the existence of a tetrahedral lattice or the degradation of
the lattice. Three surface passivations were analyzed for the 1.2
nm nanodiamond, where the surface has 0 (no hydrogens), 50,
and 100% (all surface dangling bonds are passivated by
hydrogens) of the original hydrogen passivation.

■ RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Structural Reorganization. The lattice structural reorgan-

ization and resulting surface layouts are summarized as
functions of the different degrees of hydrogen passivation (0,
50, and 100%) in Figure 3, where the average bond length (top

panels) and bond angle deviation (bottom panels) are shown.
An overall lattice strain, a slight elongation of the carbon−
carbon bonds with respect to the bulk, is still observed for the
core atoms in all models, suggesting that these atoms are
sensitive to the surface tension given the size of the
nanodiamonds. Through the examination of Figure 3, it is
clear that the studied nanodiamonds do not preserve perfect
tetrahedral sp3 bond character through the entire structure as
surface passivation is lost.

This model shows that the surface begins to undergo
reconstructions when half of the hydrogens are removed. In this
system, the carbon−carbon bond lengths at the surface of the
nanodiamond, 5 to 6 Å from the center, decrease dramatically
from ∼1.5 to ∼1.4 Å and from 1.5 to ∼1.3 Å for the 50 and 0%
surface-passivated nanodiamonds, respectively. A surface layer
of ∼2 Å width can be attributed to the studied systems since
the bond length begins to decrease significantly ∼4 Å from the
center of the nanodiamond which has a total radius of ∼6 Å.
The bond length analysis presented here is very sensitive to the
change in the carbon hybridization and therefore is very useful
in highlighting the loss of sp3 character at the surface carbon
atoms. On the other hand, the bond length is less sensitive to
the strained layer of sp3 carbon (Figure 1).
To capture in a more detailed way the loss of tetrahedral

character of the carbons beneath the surface of the nano-
diamonds, the deviation from tetrahedral bond angles, as a
function of the distance from the center of the nanodiamond, is
reported in Figure 3. Examining the 1.2 nm nanodiamond,
there is a dramatic loss of tetrahedral character starting ∼4 Å
from the center of the nanodiamond shown as a sharp increase
in the deviation from the ideal tetrahedral bond angle (109.5°).
This further indicates the presence of a surface layer in both the
0 and 50% cases, in agreement with bond length analysis. When
the nanodiamond surface is fully passivated by hydrogens, a
limited deviation of the bond angles is found, showing that the
tetrahedral lattice persists through the entire structure. On the
other hand, when the nanodiamond has half of the surface
hydrogens, there is already a significant deviation in the bond
angles starting at ∼2 Å from the surface. Moreover, when all of
the hydrogens have been removed there is a region ∼3 Å from
the surface of the nanodiamond where the bonds are still in the
tetrahedral bonding regime, according to their bond lengths,
but their bond angles deviate from their tetrahedral value
(109.5°). This is the first evidence, in this work, of the presence
of the S2 layer (Figure 1) in nanodiamonds. The 1.2 nm
nanodiamonds thus consists of a surface layer of ∼3 Å in size
where the sp3 hybridization of the carbon atoms is no longer
present and is further composed of both the S1 and S2 layers
(Figure 1).
A similar result can be found for the 1.4 nm diamond (Figure

3, right panels). It is interesting that the bond angle deviation
for the 1.4 nm 0% hydrogen-passivated diamond is significantly
less than in the corresponding 1.2 nm nanodiamond. Upon
closer inspection of the resulting optimized structures, the
formation of a fullerene-like structure forming on the surface
can be observed. This structure may be unable to form on the
1.2 nm nanodiamond as it may not be large enough to sustain
the structure due to a larger surface tension present in smaller
nanodiamonds. The dependence of this sp2 surface formation
on the size and shape of the nanodiamonds, along with the
presence of graphitic/fullerene structures, has been previously
observed.2,30,31 For both 1.2 and 1.4 nm nanodiamonds, when
the surface has only 50% of the original hydrogen passivation
there is a significant deviation from the tetrahedral bond angle
close to the surface. This observed deviation is due to the
formation of noninteracting sp2 bonds on the surface, given the
uniform hydrogen distribution used in our models, that greatly
distort the existing tetrahedral centers. This deviation is
lessened in the 0% hydrogen cases as a more uniform graphitic
structure is able to form on the surface. Given that the 1.2 and
1.4 nm nanodiamonds undergo similar surface reconstructions,

Figure 3. Bond lengths as a function of the distance from the center
(top) and the root-mean-square deviation from the perfect tetrahedral
bond angle of 109.5° (bottom) as a function of the distance from the
center of the C121 diamond (left) and the C182 diamond (right). The
dashed line marks the crystallographic bond length of 1.54 Å.
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the vibrational and X-ray absorption analyses were preformed
on the spectra resulting from the 1.2 nm nanodiamond.
Vibrational Analysis. Vibrational spectra, most notably

Raman, can be used to identify the size and structure of
nanodiamonds and their surface structure and composi-
tion.60−63 Raman spectroscopy is sensitive to different carbon
allotropes differing between various structures such as diamond,
graphite, and amorphous carbon through the appearance and
shapes of various bands in separate regions of the vibrational
spectrum.60−62,64 Two bands, corresponding to the breathing
mode of nanodiamond and lattice carbon−carbon stretching
mode energy regions, are marked in Figure 4. Note that in the

lattice carbon−carbon stretching region there is an overlap with
hydrogen−carbon−hydrogen bending modes responsible for
the two bands. The high-energy carbon−hydrogen stretching
peaks (∼3000 cm−1) are not of interest in this study and are
thus not shown in the figure. In Figure 4 are the fully hydrogen-
passivated Raman spectra for the 1.2 and 1.4 nm nano-
diamonds. In particular, the measured Raman spectrum of
nanodiamonds between 1200 and 1800 cm−1 has attracted
attention given its complex nature due to several characteristic
features:63,65−67 (a) The first-order Raman mode of the cubic
diamond lattice which appears broader and red-shifted (∼1325
cm−1) with respect to the bulk diamonds. This has been
observed as the main spectral feature in this region for
diamonds that have been fully passivated by hydrogen.68,69 (b)
The so-called D band at around 1400 cm−1 attributed to
disorder and amorphous sp2 carbons (mostly breathing
motions). (c) A broad asymmetric peak between 1500 and
1800 cm−1 most often labeled as the G-band and assigned to
the in-plane vibrations of graphitic carbon.63,70,71 However, this
peak in nanodiamonds differs from the G-band of graphitic
materials in both shape and position.72 The character of this G-
band is still under debate in diamond approaching the nanosize
and has either been attributed to mixed sp2/sp3 carbon
structures73 or referred to as a peak of sp2 clusters,74 without
any additional explanation of their exact nature (i.e.,
amorphous, graphitic, etc.). There also have been attempts to
attribute these peaks to carbon−carbon double-bonded pairs
(CC) within the lattice.75,76 The lower-energy (∼350 cm−1)
diamond breathing mode has been shown to have a size
dependence, which is seen in this study through a slight red

shift with increasing size of the nanodiamond, with a more in-
depth investigation of this peak having been done pre-
viously.60,61 This peak is examined as a function of decreasing
surface passivation, and the Raman spectra in the energy region
of interest for the three surface passivations are plotted in
Figure 5. For the 100 and 50% hydrogen-passivated surfaces,

this peak is shown not to change drastically; however, with the
removal of all of the surface passivation, this band grows in
intensity.
Examining the lattice carbon−carbon stretching region

(∼1300 cm−1) in Figure 4, two separate bands can be
identified. These bands are due to hydrogen−carbon−hydro-
gen bending modes overlapping with carbon−carbon stretching
modes. The obscuring of the carbon−carbon stretches has been
noted in previous vibrational studies of nanodiamonds and has
been addressed by artificially increasing the mass of the
hydrogen atoms (to 100 amu) so as to shift their response away
from the carbon−carbon stretching energy regions.60,64 The
Raman spectra with heavy hydrogen for the 100, 50, and 0%
surface-passivated surfaces are plotted in Figure 6. In the case
where the nanodiamond has 100% surface hydrogen
passivation, a band is seen at 1318 cm−1. This band is
commonly referred to as the Raman diamond band and is seen
in diamond samples as a sharp peak, but as previously
mentioned, at the nanoscale the band has been observed to
decrease in intensity and a 10−20 cm−1 red shift of this peak
(1325 cm−1)66,68,69 is observed due to the size constraints of
our system. Thus, the calculated value of 1318 cm−1 shows
good agreement with the experiments. When part, or all, of the
surface hydrogen is removed, this band decreases in intensity
and broadens in agreement with the Raman spectrum of
nanodiamonds.63,65−67 A so-called D-band at around 1400
cm−1 starts to arise and is attributed to disorder and amorphous
sp2 carbons (mostly breathing motions), as can be inferred
from Figure 4. The D-band appears in both the 50 and 0%
models because of the presence of amorphous sp2 carbon
giving rise to mixed sp2 and sp3 carbon ring-breathing motions
(Table S2), in agreement with previous studies.63 In our work
concerning the G-band region, the 0% model shows a red-
shifted value for this band at 1564 cm−1. Since the 0% coverage

Figure 4. B3LYP/6-31G(d) Raman spectra for the 1.2- and 1.4-nm-
diameter fully hydrogen passivated nanodiamonds. The high-energy
carbon−hydrogen stretches (3000 cm−1) are not shown. Raman
activity has a 4 cm−1 broadening applied to generate the spectra for
both plots.

Figure 5. Diamond lattice breathing region of the B3LYP/6-31G(d)
Raman spectra for the 100, 50, and 0% in black, blue, and red,
respectively. Raman activity has had a 4 cm−1 broadening applied to
generate the spectra for all three plots.
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cannot support a truly graphitic structure on the surface but
rather sp2 rings, mixed sp2 rings, mixed sp2/sp3 rings, and
chains causing softer vibrational modes to appear (Table S2),
this is consistent with the amorphous sp2, or disordered
graphitic layer, interpretation of this peak for nanostruc-
tures.63,73,74 The 50% model shows instead no vibrational
modes between ∼1470 and ∼1650 cm−1 as the surface is
forming more amorphous and isolated sp2 features given the
modeling strategy of uniformly passivating the surface with
hydrogen. In addition, two isolated peaks are observed in
Figure S3 at ∼1530 and ∼1727 cm−1 (values using regular
hydrogen mass are reported since these two peaks show greater
sensitivity to the hydrogen mass in contrast to those below
∼1450 cm−1) for the 50% model due to isolated sp2 moieties
that are supported by this model. The peak at ∼1530 is ascribed
to a breathing motion of a four-membered carbon cage (Table
S2) which resembles previously performed calculations and
experiments on caged structures of similar size (∼1580
cm−1).77,78 The ∼1727 cm−1 feature is due to isolated CC
double-bond stretching and H−CC−H bending mixed
modes which happen to be blue-shifted from the experimental
Raman response for the CC stretchting motion (1622
cm−1).79 These shifts may be due to the harmonic treatment
used in our work. However, in synthetic or natural diamond,
these regions might contain several modes from surface
moieties such as carboxyl and hydroxyl groups, making the
overall vibrational analysis even more complex.67

As the surface of the nanodiamond loses hydrogen atoms and
begins to form graphitic structures, low-energy breathing
modes of the diamonds increase in their spectral response,
and additional bands are observed in the Raman spectra. For
diamonds synthesized through detonations or in a multianvil
press, however, significant differences in the Raman cross
section of different surface moieties overshadow and obscure
each other. However, diamonds synthesized with a laser-heated
diamond anvil cell likely have the lowest degree of surface
hydrogen or oxygen bonding due to the use of chemically inert
noble gases (neon, argon) as nearly hydrostatic pressure media.
A more specific analytical method is thus required to
characterize these nanodiamonds.
X-ray Carbon K-Edge. X-ray absorption spectroscopy is an

ideal spectroscopic technique because it is highly sensitive to

both elemental composition and local changes in the molecular
structures as electronic transitions from atomic core electrons
to weakly bound states are involved.50 In nanodiamond, XAS
has been used to characterize heteroatomic dopants and study
surface reconstruction.23,80 In this particular study, the different
surface reconstructions can be probed by the different
transitions involving carbon 1s core electrons and the electronic
states involving the different antibonding molecular orbitals
lying on the surface. To provide insights into the experimental
X-ray data,13,23 theoretical calculations are required to correlate
the observed transitions with the molecular orbitals involved.
The excited-state orbitals involved in these transitions for
nanodiamond typically have σ* properties if located on sp3

carbons or can be π* and σ* if they are centered on sp2

carbons, when these are present. Thus, electronic excitations in
the carbon K-edge, which involves transitions from carbon 1s
orbitals to virtual orbitals, were computed and analyzed. Once
these transitions are computed, determining if the spatial extent
of the virtual molecular orbitals involved in the transition
exhibits π* or σ* character enables a direct correlation between
the surface structure and X-ray spectral features. The resulting
carbon K-edge X-ray absorption spectra from the 1.2 nm
nanodiamond with 100, 50, and 0% hydrogen passivation are
shown in Figure 7, and the corresponding computed transitions
of interest are reported in the Supporting Information.

When the surface is fully passivated, the first transition in the
carbon K-edge region is localized at 289 eV and is of the type
carbon 1s → σ*, determined through studying the molecular
orbitals (plotted in Figure 8). Upon the loss of half of the
surface passivation, the surface forms sp2-hybridized carbons.
This rearrangement alters the calculated X-ray spectrum so that
transitions at around 285 eV arise, which are red-shifted from
the sp3 transition in pure diamond at 289 eV by approximately
4 eV, indicating that the presence of sp2 carbon is at least
partially responsible for the experimentally observed pre-edge

Figure 6. B3LYP/6-31G(d) Raman spectra of the diamond lattice
carbon−carbon stretching region (800−1650 cm−1) for the 0, 50, and
100% nanodiamonds (shown in red, blue, and black, respectively). A
carbon−carbon triple-bonding peak is not shown at 2100 cm1 in the
0% hydrogen nanodiamond spectrum. Raman activity has a 4 cm−1

broadening applied to generate the spectra for all three plots.

Figure 7. LR-B3LYP/6-31G(d) XAS for the optimized C121 diamond
with 100, 50, and 0% surface passivation in red, green, and blue,
respectively. Gaussian broadening has been applied to the individual
transitions labeled with black lines to form the spectrum with a full
width at half-maximum value of 0.12 eV along with a uniform shift of
12 eV to align the computed results with the experiments. For the
100% diamond, 35 unconverged states of the calculated 272 states
were pruned, along with 14 unconverged states of the 121 states
calculated for the 50% diamond.
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feature in synthesized nanodiamond.2,26,81 The pre-edge
features are due to carbon 1s → π* (shown in Figure 8). For
the 0% nanodiamond, the first peak is again red-shifted from
the 100% surface-passivated nanodiamond by about 4 eV to
285 eV and the excitations are still carbon 1s → π* (shown in
Figure 8), similar to that of the 50% surface-passivated
nanodiamond. The appearance of transitions that are red-
shifted upon the loss of the surface passivation indicates that
the shifted peak is dependent on the surface hybridization of
the nanodiamond. In the case of both 0 and 50% surface
passivations, a second pre-edge feature arises (at ∼285.5 eV and
at ∼286.7 eV for 0 and 50%, respectively) which is still due to
carbon 1s →π* transitions, with the molecular orbitals involved
plotted in the Supporting Information (Figure S2). These
features differ from the first-appearing features (at ∼285 eV)
only in the spacial localization, with respect to the surface of the
nanodiamond, of the virtual (arriving) orbitals mostly involved
in the corresponding transitions. Therefore, as the surface of
the nanodiamond becomes increasingly graphitized, through
either heating or chemical treatment, an increase in this pre-
edge feature is expected, proportional to the amount of sp2

carbon.

■ CONCLUSIONS
In this work, several nanodiamond nanocrystals were modeled
and examined in order to determine how different surface
layouts can affect the crystallinity of the diamonds as the
systems approach the nanoscale. The nanodiamonds were
found to form a ∼ 3 Å surface composed of a layer of sp2-
hybridized carbon and a strained layer of sp3 carbon, while the
core of the nanodiamond remained in an sp3 tetrahedral lattice
to form the structure pictured in Figure 1 as hydrogen atoms
were removed from the surface. The spectroscopic fingerprints
of nanodiamond in both the vibrational and X-ray absorption
spectra were therefore analyzed to find evidence of this
rearrangement. This rearrangement showed a response in the
vibrational spectra as the appearance of sp2 stretching vibrations
in the Raman G-band (∼1500 cm−1) and a broadening of the
Raman diamond band (1330 cm−1). The significant sp2

character present in unpassivated nanodiamonds has the effect
of changing the X-ray absorption spectrum to show carbon 1s
to π* electronic transitions, absent in the calculated spectra for
the fully passivated systems. Thus, surface rearrangement is
responsible for observed pre-edge features (5 eV lower in

energy peak) of the X-ray absorption carbon K-edge spectra of
nanodiamonds and was correlated to the carbon 1s to π*
electronic transitions.
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