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The UW The UW STARTALK Student Program, 
“Portuguese through STEM and Project-Based 
Learning,” brought together 16 Portuguese and 
Spanish heritage or advanced second language 
high school students in a four-week intensive 
Portuguese language program. Students met 
five hours a day for a total of 100 instructional 
hours plus 20 hours hours plus 20 hours for the online component 
preceding the face-to-face program.
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Student Projects
Digital Storytelling

The The STARTALK program provides a 
unique chance for students to develop 
their own “Digital Storytelling” project. 
As a team, students have gathered 
photos and video clips to share with 
their audience a single theme that the 
group collectively identifies with. This 
project emphasizes team project emphasizes team work and 
sharing experiences as students present 
their solution to a common problem 
through technology and their 
Portuguese language skills. 

Geographic Information Systems

This elective project, taught in 
Portuguese, provides students with the 
unique opportunity of learning the basic 
principles and applications of 
Geographic Information Systems (GIS). 
GIS is a technology that allows 
individuals to perform spatial 
ininvestigations and visualize and 
manipulate spatial data. Students have 
learned how to perform basic and 
advanced spatial analyses using 
MapWindow 4.8.6, an open source and 
free GIS software package. 
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