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ELL teacher and department chair at Renton High School
Russian teacher at UW Startalk & OSPI Heritage Grant

Ethical change & anti-oppression advocate 

Алексей Кузнецов (он/ему)

Alexey Kuznetsov (he/him)

I began teaching English to adults and children 13 years 
ago in Russia while working on his degree in Language and 
Culture Education. After immigration to the US in 2014, I sought 
to combine Russian and American pedagogical thought.

I served on the Seattle Immigrant and Refugee 
Commission, was a fellow with the Institute for Democratic 
Future and a Community Language Organizer with 
OneAmerica, and participated in Glass Leadership Institute at 
Anti-Defamation League.



The program transformed to acknowledge the 
needs brought about by the pandemic:

● limited opportunity for hands-on experiences
● transformed educational landscape
● tech savviness of students

STE(A)M ➡ MESH
Media Literacy

Ethics

Sociology

History



★ Multiple knowledge systems
★ Relevance
★ Accessibility

🚀 Interdisciplinary project
🚀 Choice of topics for observation and research
🚀 Authentic material available at a variety of 

proficiency levels



Why learn Russian?


