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Context
Lack of material 

for teaching 
Spanish Heritage 

Langauge 
Learners (SHLL) 

Novice teacher in  
the SPAN 314 

course 

Capstone Project. 
Design and tailor 

activities and 
materials for the 

course 

Gamification
Students’ agency

Collaboration 
Authentic and meaningful tasks

Content relevancy

Key components of these materials



“Noticiero latino” Role play 
Objectives: 

This activity helps students to:

•Practice past tenses in a meaningful and authentic way

•Identify and produce sentences in a formal register

•Engage in collaborative work throughout all the stages of this 
task

•Gain a better understanding of main events happening in 
Spanish-speaking countries.



Preparation

Grouping

Task 
introduction

Collect 
resources

Introduce the 
goals and 
guiding 

questions



Steps 

1- Select a country or geographical area to investigate 

2- Online research 

3- News write up: Past tenses. Answer what, when, where, 
how, and why this event happened. 

4- Review the final version with the teacher’s help.

5- Role play logistics 

6- Role play performance. ¡Luces, cámara, acción! 

7- Closure and evaluation



Adaptations to a lower-level Spanish 
class

• In lower levels, more scaffolding and time will be needed.

What about desinging a unit based on this task? 

• Expose students to news bulletin programs in both Spanish and English
• More practice on reading and summarizing key points in news
• Provide opportunities to try complex past sentence structures
• Practice on classyfing types of news: political, economical, environmental, 

entartaining. 
• Review common vocabulary in class depending on the kind of news
• Considering other ways of reporting the news: a newspaper, video recording, a 

blog, a Youtube Channel. 



Benefits of 
this task 

Authentic, 
contextualized and 
meaningful way to 

practice past tenses

It requires 
students to 

practice all four 
linguistic skills

It encourages 
students’ agency 

and decisión 
makingIt fosters 

collaborative work 
and interactions 
among students

It engages students 
in authentic tasks 

such as news 
reading and 

reporting

It allows students to 
get informed about 

main events 
happening in 

Spanish-speaking 
countries.
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Online resources

1. Hispano.news
2. Mundo Hispano. The Epoch Times

3. BBC. News Mundo.

4. Latinonewsnetwork.com 



Spanish speaking countries



Closure and 
evaluation

•What did you learn from 
this activity?

•Which was the most 
impactful news?

•Which was your favorite 
part in this activity?

•What would you change 
or modify in this 
activity?


