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Survey Description and Methodology

The Latino National Survey contains 8634 completed interviews (unweighted) of self-
identified Latino/Hispanic residents of the United States. Interviewing began on
November 17, 2005, and continued through August 4, 2006.> The survey instrument
contained approximately 165 distinct items ranging from demographic descriptions to
political attitudes and policy preferences, as well as a variety of social indicators and
experiences, and resulted in a mean interview length of 40.6 minutes.

The survey was conducted using computer-assisted telephone interviewing software by
Interviewing Service of America, headquartered in Van Nuys, California. All
interviewers were bilingual, English and Spanish. Respondents were greeted in both
languages and immediately offered the opportunity to interview in either and provided a
consent script to allow them to opt-out of the survey, should they choose.

Respondents were selected from a random sample of Latino households in the
jurisdictions covered. The sample was drawn by Geoscape International, a research and
sampling firm in Miami, FL, with particular expertise in identifying Hispanic households.
The sample was drawn from a household database of approximately 11 million
households in the United States that are identified as Latino or Hispanic.

The Latino National Survey covers 15 states and the District of Columbia metropolitan
area (including counties and municipalities in Virginia and Maryland). The universe of
analysis contains approximately 87.5% of the US Hispanic population. States were
selected based, first, on the overall size of the Latino/Hispanic population. In addition,
four states, Arkansas, Georgia, lowa, and North Carolina, were added in an attempt to
capture the evolving nature of emerging populations in states without lengthy histories of
large Latino populations. Both Georgia and North Carolina, however, rank 12" and 14™,
respectively, in terms of Latino population size and would have been included on that
basis alone.

The sample is stratified by geographic designation, meaning that each state sample is a
valid, stand-alone representation of that state’s Latino population. State sample sizes
vary as a result of specific funders’ requests, but all national figures reported are
appropriately weighted such that the numbers are accurately representative of the
universe covered by the study. The national margin of error is approximately + 1.05%.
The smallest sample size for any unit was 400, yielding a margin of error of less than +
5% for each state. Table 1 reports each state, its Latino population, and the number of
complete interviews.

A number of states were stratified internally, a description of which is offered in Table 2.
In each case but California, internal strata were represented proportionately in the final

! A hiatus in the interviewing occurred from 12/15-1/10 to account for the large number of potential
respondents in the sample who were likely to be unavailable in that period. Completed interviews in that
time-frame represent only call-backs of interviews begun on an earlier date.



sample, and imposed solely to ensure that lower density regions were in the final sample.
In California, additional strata were imposed in a non-proportional fashion, owing in part
to the larger sample size, to allow greater between-region comparisons. All state-level
results are computed using state-level weights such that they remain representative of the
state population.

Public Release of the Data Set

The questionnaire, selected toplines, demographic tables, and a copy of today’s
presentation are currently available at the website of the University of Washington
Institute for the Study of Ethnicity, Race, and Sexuality (WISER) at
http://depts.washington.edu/uwiser/index.shtmi.

The actual data file will be released to the Advisory Board in Spring 2007. The
Investigators have planned to stage a conference for Assistant Professors and Graduate
Students in AY 2007-8 selected from a call for papers to be issued Summer 2007. The
actual data release to general political science public will occur at the 2007 Annual
Meeting of the American Political Science Association, and be widely available
thereafter.


http://depts.washington.edu/uwiser/index.shtml

Table 1: States and Regions Sampled in the Latino National Survey

State Latino Share of US | Cumulative Share Competed

Population 2000 Latinos Sampled in Study Interviews
California 10,966,556 31.06 31.06 1204
Texas 6,669,666 18.9 49.96 811
New York 2,867,583 8.12 58.08 800
Florida 2,682,715 7.60 65.68 800
Illinois 1,530,262 4.33 70.01 600
Arizona 1,295,617 3.67 73.68 400
New Jersey 1,117,191 3.16 76.84 403
New Mexico 765,386 2.11 78.95 400
Colorado 735,601 2.08 81.03 404
Washington 441,509 1.25 82.28 403
Washington DC PSA 432,003 1.22 83.50 404
Georgia 435,227 1.23 84.73 400
Nevada 393,970 1.12 85.85 403
North Carolina 378,963 1.07 86.92 401
Arkansas 86,666 25 87.17 401
lowa 82,473 23 87.40 400




Table 2: Geographic Sample Strata within States

Jurisdiction Geographic Needs County
Arizona complete state All counties
Arkansas complete state All counties
California Los Angeles Metro Los Angeles, Orange, Ventura
Inland Empire Riverside County (western part), San Bernardino County (southwestern part)
San Diego Metro San Diego County
Central Valley Fresno, Kern, Kings, Madera, Merced, San Joaquin County, Stanislaus,
Tulare
San Francisco Metro Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, Napa, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Clara,
Solano, Sonoma
Colorado Denver Metro Adams, Arapahoe, Boulder, Broomfield, Denver, Douglas, Jefferson
Other Colorado Remaining counties in state
District of Washington-Arlington- District of Columbia, Calvert County, Charles County, Frederick County,
Columbia Alexandria, DC-VA-MD- | Montgomery County, Prince George's County, Arlington County, Clarke
WV Metropolitan County, Fairfax County, Fauquier County, Loudoun County, Prince William
Statistical Area County, Spotsylvania County, Stafford County, Warren County, Alexandria
city, Fairfax city, Falls Church city, Fredericksburg city, Manassas city,
Manassas Park city, Jefferson County
Florida Miami Metro Broward, Miami-Dade, Palm Beach
Orlando Metro Orange, Osceola, Seminole
Tampa Metro Hillsborough, Pinellas
Georgia Atlanta Metro Cherokee, Clayton, Cobb, DeKalb, Douglas, Fayette, Fulton, Gwinnett
Other Georgia Remaining counties in state
Ilinois Chicago Metro Cook, DuPage, Grundy, Kane, Kendall, Lake, McHenry, Will
Other Illinois Remaining counties in state
lowa complete state All counties
Nevada complete state All counties
New Jersey complete state All counties
New Mexico complete state All counties
New York complete state All counties
North Carolina | complete state All counties

Texas Dallas-Fort Worth Collin, Dallas, Denton, Tarrant
Houston Metro Brazoria, Chambers, Fort Bend, Galveston, Harris, Liberty, Montgomery
San Antonio Metro Bexar, Comal, Guadalupe
El Paso Metro El Paso County
Rio Grande Valley Cameron, Dimmit, Hidalgo, Kinney, Maverick, Starr, Val Verde, Webb,
Zapata
Washington Seattle Metro King, Kitsap, Pierce, Snohomish

Yakima Valley

Yakima County

Other Washington

Remaining counties in state




