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ILWU Meets with Grain Men

SAN FRANCISCO ILWU pwesi
dent Harry Bridges announced late
last Wweek that the [LWU will meet
with major grain elevator operators
Lo discuss separate contraets for
the purpose of loading grain ships on
the Pacitic Coast ;

This eame about after the Pacific
Northwest Grain Elevator Operators
requested a meeting to commenee
tiegotiations for collective bargaining
agreement covering loading of grain
from tidewater terminals to ships.
Currently the grain terminals, it is
reported, are filled to capaeity.

In answer, Negm:iat"ms Committee

Chairman Bridges agreed that the

union might be interested in work-~
Ing out an agreement covering the
loading of grain from tidewater ter-
minals to vessels. :

Bridges said that if these diseus-
sions lead to negotiations and result
in agreement, loading of grain ships
at tidewater terminals will permit
further grain movements from thei¥
sources imland. In most cases grain
terminals have continued to receive

graims after the longshore strike re-
sumed January 17

Companies include Cargill, Conti-
nental Chrain Company, Louls Drey-
fus Corpeoration, United Grsin Cor-
poration, pius various other terminals
on the coast.

It is estimated these companies
handle approximately five million
tons of grain worth about $300 mil-

“lion annually.

Bridges noted that the union agreed
1o these meetings at the request of
Mayor Joseph Alioto of Ban Prancis-
€0, and after a meeting with Mayor
Wes Uhlman of Seattle.
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mit vessels carrying wheat and other
grains to move.” i
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While the
ANy malor Jbsiies
aspecis of conlalnerzation, a seri-
Dlis UepDesse Was reached over how
ine 31 per ton container tax fuing
showuid be wsed. (See Status of Negeo-
tiakinns, page 1.)

e PMA insisted usitg the
lax revenue o Nnance the work-or-
PRy guarantes, the unlon wanted
Lhat revenue used for further bece-
Fits Tor tne membership

. BREAK- -OFFY

Alter the parties broke off and
just before Bridges appeared at a
fuge press-radio-tv conference, the
ELWU president asked Mr. Counts
fo carry back a message to the PMA
that the union was willing to stop
the clock and continue negotiating,
providing employers agreed that
wage galns be retroactive to Novem-
Ger 14, 1971, (That is the same date
for the ILA's retroactivity.)

The PMA sent word back that it
was willing to stop the clock, but not
willing to guarantee the retroactivi-
ty at that poing. !

From then on the Coast strike
machinery went on inte high gear
again. :

- Pickets were ready to roll, in any
case. Longshore and clerk locals had
been informed that January 17 was
the deadline unless agreement had
been reached. - ,

The following day the Strike
Strategy Committee met to map an
action program for the renewed
strike. : :

Previous strike policy decisions
were continued, including working
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