Taft-Hartley Injunction

80-Days—To Cool Off?

June 30 Contract
Still in
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all the parties resume
operations under the
. . . collective

in effect on June 30, 1971,
the grievance and arbitration deci-
sions that have been or may be ren-
dered thereunder.”

This specifies that the return to

work is undér terms provisions
of the Longshore; and Con-
tainer Freight Sta Agreements

in effect June 30, 1971.

The preliminary injunction was
signed despite the union’s argument
—presented in an affidavit by ILWU
president Harry Bridges—that, “by
issuing an injunction effective after
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an agreement suitable
is to comtinue to

“exptrnu-n of the 80-
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ILWU POSITION

The ILWU's position, presented
before Judge Sweigert by union at-
torneys Norman Leonard and Rich-
ard Gladstein, is that the West
Coast strike did not imperil the
health or safety of the nation be-
cause there were continuous move-
ments® of ‘military and other vital
cargoes to all parts of the Pacific
and that ports were open in British
Columbia, Mexico, Alaska and Ha-
wali

The union argued further that it
was improper for the President to
single out only one area, such as the
Pacific Coast, and that the Taft-
Hartley law does not say that the
President, can pick and choose any
singte—section of an industry

Judge Sweigert called the union’s
point “intriguing” but said that his
reading of the law and review of the

evidence meant that he would up-
hold the back-to-work request by
President Nixon.

In its other arguments before the
court, the ILWU pointed out:

¢ In the past the government es-
tablished, in a study released in
January, 1970, that longshore strikes
havé not created any true national
emergengy.

The study, conducted by former
Secretary of Labor George Schultz
(now head of the Budget Bureau
and Office - of Economic Manage-

ment) sald that as long as a long-
shore union cooperated by work-
Ing specific cargo which might in-
volve national health or safety, the
effect on the nation is “mintmal "

* The union pointed out that no
disruption of military cargo took
place at any time during the strike,
nor any other cargo concerned with
national defense

* Emergency relief cargo left the
West Coast during the strike, such
as the 29,000 tons of grain for Paki-
stan refugees; and shipments of rice
to Puerto Rico continued uninter-
rupted.

* The ILWU released all perish-
able cargoes from strikebound docks
and ships, permitted all grain ele-
vators to operate at full capacity;
and agreed to release all CArgo on
strikebound docks. From the start
of the strike all passenger ships en-
tering and leaving struck ports were
worked

®* The union conceded thait the
strike was an “irritant to those ship-
ping interests on the West Coast
which have refused to grant us our
just demands.” But that “a national
peril to the health and safety of this
country is required (under the Taft-
Hartley Act) — and that test has
not been met here.”

* The union argued that, “the
ILWU has been negotiating earnest-
ly and in good faith in an attempt
to resolve the differences between
it and the PMA. Government inter-
vention, at this point, will not assist
the parties in resolving their differ-
ences. If left to negotiate themselves,
this dispute can be fairly resolved.”

(A full report on the status of

Lontrmued om Page 8

Special Stopwork Meetings

Special' stopwork membership
meetings were addressed last week
by ILWU president Bridges and
Coast Committee members Ward and
Huntsinger in Southrrv California
and the Puget Sound

In Wilmington, a special all-day
meeting at Local 13's hall discussed
the problems résulting from the fact
that the port was locked out

After hearing a report on negotia-
tions and the handling of local dis-
putes during the period of the Taft-
Hartley 80-day injunction, the mem .
bership adopted a motion that all

hands, including all steadymen, re-
turn to work and handle all griev-
pnces through the regular grievance
machinery under the condract.
* In Beattle, the mass meeting made
up of members from all the State of
Washington ports, except the Co-
lumbia River, heard similar reports
from Bridges and the Coast Com-
mittee

The membership also agreed that
all grievances and all moves against
locals by the PMA should be han-
dled through the regular grievance
machinerv




